Chapter 47.1: Hunt for the Hunters 

____________________________ 

After having no luck in Hyrule City, Elegy and Oriares flew westward, and began to sense a strange energy coming from the desert. As the approached the Silence Temple, they saw an odd hole in the ground near the Temple. The two Hunters landed by the hole, and felt the strange energy emitting from it. 

"What should we do, Oriares?" 

"We go down hole." Oriares grunted. 

"Are you sure? What if it's a trap?" 

"I think it not trap. I feel energy seem like Master Majora's." 

"Are you sure? Okay then, we'll go..." 

Elegy and Oriares jumped into the pit, and were surprised at what they saw next. Outlines and visions of masks, people, and places surrounded the two Hunters. They kept on falling... 

____________________________ 

Link and the others walked through the shores of Hylia Bay, exhausted from a long trek through the forest. The group was somewhat unsure of what to do next, as the acid water stopped them from progressing further. 

Link questioned his group. "So now what?" 

Draco spoke. "I have the Zora Mask, but it won't be that useful to the rest of you. I don't know what we can do..." 

Yomil though of something. "I can create a barrier spell that should protect us from the waters here, but the barrier isn't all that durable, and if any water creatures attack us while under the bay, the barrier could break, and you can guess what would happen then. Do you want me to try it?" 

Link and Draco readily agreed. Truffle merely laughed, mumbling something, and then nodded his head in agreement. Anthy and Puffy seemed to be ambiguous. Since no one seemed to object, Yomil raised his hands above his head, shouted some strange words, and watched as a transparent yellow barrier appeared around the group. As the bubble protecting the group descended into the waters, Yomil kept moving his hands, presumably controlling the direction the bubble went. 

Link spoke to Draco. "So once we get to the Zora village, how will the Zoras help us reach Achiah?" 

"I don't know, but I'm sure they'll have a way. They've lived in these waters for centuries, so I'm sure they know where certain things are." 

Anthy replied in a cold, ambiguous voice. "You all know that landscapes change over centuries, so why should underwater ones be different? They can change just as much..." 

Yomil then replied to Anthy. "You know, why can't why just find Achiah ourselves? I'm sure it's not too far away, and we can find it within a few--" 

"You idiot, pay attention to where you're directing this thing!" Link shouted just as the bubble crashed into an underwater mountain. The bubble cracked open a small bit upon impact, leaving the acid water to begin slowly pouring in. Yomil quickly raised his hands so that the bubble rose up out of the water before the acid could get inside it, and then directed the bubble to land on a small island in the middle of the bay. 

Link grumbled. "So much for that idea. Now we're stranded on an island in the middle of a bay filled with burning acid-like water. Good job, Yomil." 

"It's not my fault my bubble broke. But I am sorry we're stuck. Especially since it'll be a while before I gain enough Magic Energy to create another barrier..." 

Truffle spoke out. "I can create a barrier much stronger than that one." 

Link quickly refused. "What about Kyneto? He made me fight the Phoenix all over again since Truffle helped me in that battle. I don't want to go through anything like that again, so I'm accepting as little help from Truffle as possible." 

Truffle protested. "Kyneto is a fool, he won't realize it! It's not like he's omnipotent. He probably still thinks I'm dead." 

Link nodded his head. "Sometimes I think Kyneto just may be omnipotent. His powers were far beyond anything I've seen before." 

Draco interrupted the conversation. "I'll use my Zora Mask and find the Zoras myself. Once I do, I'll tell them where this island is and have them come help the rest of you." Draco then put on the Zora Mask and transformed into a Zora, then dove down into the waters. 

Yomil looked impressed. "That transformation thing looked cool, don't you agree?" 

"Nothing I haven't seen before..." Anthy remarked. 

____________________________ 

After an indefinite amount of time swimming through the waters, Draco found the Zora village. He looked around and saw the doorways to various Zora houses all carved into the underwater hills, as well as the two large doorways on the bottom of a large underwater mountain, which contained the home of the Zora Princess. 

A small child Zora swam up to Draco as he approached the village. "Hi, I haven't seen you here before. Did you see the funny looking metal man around here?" 

Draco looked puzzled. "Metal Man?" 

"Yeah, the weird metal man I saw talking to the big fire bird on the island. He was scary..." 

Draco decided he would ask Link about that later. He continued onward to the Zora 'castle', and swam toward the two large doors that were the castle's entrance. Two Zora soldiers stopped Draco. 

"Who wishes to see Luto? And for what purpose?" 

"The most urgent purpose. The fate of Hyrule rests upon it." 

"Yeah, like we can believe that!" 

"Wait, here is proof I know Luto! Behold, the Harmony Blade that she gave me as a reward!" 

"That thing is real! Okay, we should let him in, but keep an eye on him..." 

The two Zora guards opened the doors and led Draco inside. After walking through countless corridors, they finally reached another set of large doors. In front of the doors was a sign that read "Princess Luto's Chamber". Draco walked through the doors, and found Luto waiting on her throne. 

"I've been waiting for you to return! What's happening that brings you here?" 

"I need to find a submerged ship called Achiah that lies outside the bay. Do you know how you can help us?" 

"Well, the outside of the bay is quite far. It would take days to swim that far. Well, we could use a boat to get there, but that would mean we'd have to stay on the water's surface, and we wouldn't be as likely to find the submerged ship. Unless... Well, there is a strange tunnel underwater, that all sorts of strange people and creatures sometimes come in and out of." 

"Was one of them a strange looking lizard?" 

"Yes, how did you know?" 

"Chibi Yoshi went through... That place must be the entrance to Achiah!" 

"It's not that simple. We Zoras have tried to get in, but it's blocked by a door that won't open for us." 

"If the door opened for Chibi Yoshi, it might do the same for my group. Speaking of which, they're currently stranded on an island, so would you mind helping them?" 

____________________________ 

Link and the others were quite bored sitting on the island for hours. Link and Anthy sat on a stone by the water talking to each other, Yomil kept practicing his magic, Puffy bounced around seemingly aimlessly, and Truffle was alone, seemingly talking to himself... or possibly just to something the others couldn't see or hear... 

Link spoke to Anthy. "So what do you think happened to Draco? It's been a while." 

"He's fine. I wouldn't worry about him." 

"Anthy, I keep getting more and more worried about what Zelda said while brainwashed by those witches. I keep worrying it may be true..." 

"Those witches are evil beings who wanted to revive the Evil King. Throughout their long lives, they've used and manipulated people by telling stories that are partially true and partially lies." 

"Then... is it true what she said about you leading me to my death?" 

"You... wouldn't begin to comprehend the full truth." 

"What?" 

"I only wish you would be able to understand, but there's so much... it's impossible for someone like you to fully realize the truth. I guess you just need to trust in me." 

"Tell me, how do you know creatures like Kyneto or Puffy?" 

"Puffy? That creature is so... humorous... in its current form." 

Puffy jumped between Anthy and Link as soon as Anthy mentioned him, as if he had been listening in the whole time. Link had a surprised look stuck on his face after seeing the puffball jump up in front of him. Suddenly, something splashed up out of the waters around the island. Five Zoras, including Draco, Luto, and three Zora soldiers had dove out of the water. 

Draco spoke to the group. "Well, I found out the entrance to Achiah is actually an underwater tunnel. Luckily, Luto here can lead us to it. Yomil, can you create another barrier yet?" 

Yomil sounded worried. "I don't want the same thing to happen again." 

Link insisted. "It's the only way." 

Yomil reluctantly agreed. "Well, since we don't have Draco needing to be inside the shield anymore, I can make a smaller but harder shield." 

Anthy looked at the others around her. "Somehow, I think that Puffy won't need the shield either. " 

Truffle laughed. "I assure you, I don't require it either. So I guess you, the Hero of Time, and the Wizard are the only ones who need it." 

Yomil smiled. "If it only needs to be big enough for three people, that'll more than double the barrier's endurance!" Yomil then raised his hands over his head and performed the spell again, creating a thick barrier around himself, Zelda, and Anthy." 

The bubble holding the three of them submerged into the waters, while Truffle walked on the floor of the bay, and Puffy just puffed his body forward in a strange way, neither of them affected by the acid water or the lack of oxygen. Draco and the Zora soldiers swam beside them, and Luto led the group toward their destination. 

As the group ventured further and further out, they noticed a strange group of creatures swimming around them. Most of the creatures resembled fish, except that they had much sharper teeth and strange horns atop their heads. 

Luto panicked. "It's an ambush! All of these creatures are highly dangerous aquatic predators!" 

The three Zora soldiers took out spears made of the same material as the Harmony Blade, and used them to hold off the giant fish, while Draco used the actual Harmony Blade to do the same. Luto used her electrical barrier and fried a few of the attackers, while Puffy and Truffle ignored them. As for Link, Yomil, and Anthy, they were surprised to find the bubble wasn't breaking, even after being attacked. 

"I told you that the smaller the bubble is the stronger I could make it!" Yomil boasted. He was about to speak again when he heard a loud rumbling. The floor of the bay began to crack open, and from the hole swam out a gigantic fish with a three huge horns atop its head and spiky protrusions all over it's body. 

The monstrous fish began attacking the Zoras, ramming them with its horns. Draco stabbed it with the Harmony Blade, causing a huge gash in the creature's skin, but the creature continued attacking. The Zora Soldiers and Luto were still distracted by the smaller fish, and tried to evade the giant one's attacks. 

Suddenly, Puffy jumped up out of the water and swallowed one of the fish, absorbing it's powers. Puffy then began to grow spikes all over its body. Puffy swam toward the giant fish and charged into it head-on, impaling the big fish. Draco used the Harmony Blade to slash the giant fish, this time killing it. 

Puffy then began to swallow up the smaller fish that were still attacking Luto and the three Zoras. They quickly forgot about Luto and the Zoras, and started attacking Puffy. Luto and the Zoras quickly swam away. 

Anthy spoke from inside the bubble. "Leave the puffball here." 

Link questioned her. "What? Why?" 

"He's obviously using himself as a distraction so the rest of us can escape. And don't worry about his welfare... If I know him, he'll show up again sooner or later..." 

Luto and Draco agreed to this, and the rest of the group followed, leaving Puffy behind to continue fighting the killer fish. The group continued through the ocean, hoping Puffy would return soon. 

"So what is Achiah supposed to be anyway?" Yomil questioned. 

Link looked frustrated from hearing this. "A ship, obviously." 

"I mean, what kind of ship stays submerged underwater, yet still remains intact?" 

"I really don't know. I guess we'll see when we reach there." 

____________________________ 

Inside Achiah somewhere, a computerized voice spoke. "Ally/Thief Kyneto, your search request is done." 

"Must you keep calling me thief?" Kyneto said angrily. 

"Ally/Thief. Your alignment to Madame." 

"Sigh... what did the search results say?" 

A holographic map appeared in mid-air, showing an overhead view of Hyrule with dots on it. 

"Map Display. Yellow dot on screen shows Enemy Truffle's location. Red dot on screen shows our current location. Blue dots on screen show warp points to this ship." 

Kyneto looked at the map carefully then realized what was happening. "He's coming here! He's going toward one of the warp points! I guess he's coming here with the rest of the group to find Zelda. Now to take advantage of this..." 

____________________________ 

Luto saw the tunnel only a short distance ahead of her. "Well, everyone, here it is." Luto was the first to swim into the tunnel, followed by Draco, then the Zora guards, then by Truffle and Puffy, and finally by the bubble Link and the others were in. 

As the group went in the tunnel, they found it reached an end only a few yards in. Luto, however, had seen this tunnel before, and looked upwards, finding a hole in the tunnel's ceiling that went straight up. Luto swam up through it, and the rest of the group followed. The group emerged from a small pool of water in the middle of a medium-sized room. Now out of the water, Yomil made a gesture with his hands, and the bubble around him, Link, and Anthy faded. 

Luto walked toward the side of the room, showing the group a large metal door. "See? There's no way past here." 

Link remembered how the doors in the Temples worked, and placed his hand on the door. Upon touching it, a computerized voice spoke. 

"Identification: Hero of Time 4. Entrance granted." With that, the door opened, letting Link go through, then slammed shut behind him. 

Truffle then went toward the door and touched it, and once again the computerized voice spoke. 

"Identification: Truffle. Capture required." Truffle looked somewhat scared upon hearing those words, and began to run back to the pool of water. Before he had a chance, however, two strange orbs popped out of the ground and shot a weak energy blast at Truffle, just enough to stun him. The orbs then shot a strange red beam at Truffle, causing a blinding flash of red light. When the light died down, neither the orbs nor Truffle were there anymore. 

Yomil had a rather scared look on his face. "What happened?" 

Anthy replied with no hint of emotion in her voice. "I guess whatever is controlling that door doesn't like Truffle..." 

"How do we know it won't do the same to us?" 

"I guess we don't..." 

"Sigh... I guess I'll go in next..." Yomil sounded a bit nervous, but continued on to the door anyway. Once again, he was greeted by the same voice. 

"Identification: Sorcerer of Time. Entrance granted." The door again opened for Yomil, and shut after he entered it. 

Next, Draco took off the Zora Mask and transformed back into Human form. He then went up to the door and touched it, and heard the voice speak yet again. 

"Identification: King Draco. Entrance granted." As with Link and Yomil, the door opened for Draco, and then shut behind him. 

Draco watched as the door closed behind him. As he looked around the new room, he found it was quite small compared to the last one. Link and Yomil were standing in the center of a room, near a strange looking square. 

Draco waited there, waiting for Anthy or Luto to come through the door. After a few moments, he began to worry that they shared the same fate as Truffle. Finally, he asked the computerized voice where they were. 

"What's going on? Where are the rest of my friends?" 

"The unknown Human and the three Zoras will not be coming. They are not recognized by my data banks." 

"What'll happen to them? They won't end up like Truffle did, will they?" 

"Negative. The door will simply not open, leaving them free to escape. As for the Human who is unable to survive the waters here, she will be transported to the nearest shore." 

Link questioned the voice next. "Where's Achiah? What is this place?" 

"I am a part of Achiah. This place around you is the containment for the warp point leading inside the ship. The warp point itself is the square in the center of the room. Do you wish for it to be activated?" 

"Obviously!" Yomil replied sarcastically. 

The square in the center of the room then began flashing a bright blue color. The three heroes stepped into it, and were suddenly transported. 

____________________________ 

The three heroes materialized inside a room inside Achiah. They looked around, and saw the walls were made of some kind of strange pipes and wires. As they went through the narrow corridors, they couldn't help but wonder what type of place they were in. At the end of the corridor was a doorway that led into a capsule-shaped elevator. 

Suddenly, the elevator opened. "Welcome to my ship." Madame Moda said as she greeted her three 'guests'. 

Yomil looked a bit surprised. "This is your ship?" 

"Yup, that's right. I'm Madame Moda; this multiverse's greatest scientist, and this is my sentient ship, Achiah." 

"So what did Achiah do to Truffle?" 

"Truffle? He may seem trustworthy, but he's a dangerous and evil creature. Any action he does causes an imbalance, since by all means he should not exist. Achiah was programmed to recognize him as an enemy. Since Achiah knows that Truffle seems unable to be destroyed, Achiah transported him to a part of the ship where he was placed in cryogenic suspension." 

"Cryogenic Suspension?" 

"That means he's frozen. He's still alive, but indefinitely unconscious." 

"I never did trust him anyway..." Draco remarked. "He was always mumbling something to himself, and he never gave us a good glimpse of his face. It always seemed like there was something strange about him..." 

"So where is Zelda?" Link asked nervously. 

"She's in the medical ward right now. I'll show you where it is." 

Madame Moda led the three into the elevator, then told Achiah where she wanted to go. The elevator descended a few floors downward, then stopped and opened. The three heroes then looked around where they were. It didn't look anything at all like where they had entered the ship. The walls in this part were all made of stone that was painted a light-green color, and the corridors here were much wider. As the three heroes walked through the place, they noticed the corridors were filled with metal doors on the sides, although most of the doors were opened. They looked inside the rooms, and found most of them looked the same, with a small empty bed and various machines around it. 

"This is the medical ward, where I keep those who are severely wounded." 

"Zelda's condition is that bad?" 

"Physically, not really. Its something called Decathexis. It means that Zelda had come to close to dying and now doesn't care about life. She even tried to kill herself once. She is undergoing treatment for this, as well as for the few remaining wounds she may have, but it's unknown when or if such psychological damage will heal." 

"Can we at least see her?" 

"Come this way." 

Madame Moda led the three to a closed door in the medical ward. They entered it, and, as they expected, found Zelda unconscious on a bed in the room. Draco and Link were shocked and relieved to see Zelda alive. However, seeing her unconscious and remembering what Moda said about her current state, they were as sad as they were joyous. 

Draco knelt down beside Zelda, crying. "I never intended this. I wish we could go back to before all this happened... before the quest, before the castle fire, before Darkrova... Before everything, just like how it used to be." 

Link tried not to cry upon seeing Zelda. "I tried to warn you about those witches attack. I wish I had acted sooner, maybe I could've saved you. I just hope... you'll be all right." 

Yomil stayed silent. He never knew Zelda that well, but she was still a friend and an ally to him, and he hated to see anyone who risks their life for a just cause have such a fate. 

As Link and Draco stood around her, she began to wake up. She looked around a little. 

"Link? Why are you here?" 

"The three of us came to find you." 

"Why would I want to come back on your quest? Do you want me to experience more suffering? 

"Zelda, please. The fate of Hyrule depends on you. You have to do this!" 

"Why should I care about Hyrule? I hope that all those people are put out of their misery, it'd probably be best for them anyway..." 

"Zelda, stop saying things like that!" 

"You don't get it, do you? Life is pain and suffering. Death is the ultimate escape. I know, I've experienced it. You never realize how bad things are until you see a world so much better than yours, and then you just want to escape to it. But no, I had to be dragged back!" 

"You're life was saved!" 

"My life? I don't want to live anymore! When I almost died, I witnessed a world much better than this. It felt warm, comforting. Now all I feel is cold and emptiness all over." 

"Zelda, we risked our lives to find you! You need to come back!" 

"You would've been better off dying on your quest to reach me. It's bad enough just being alive here, the last thing I need is to be off on an uncomfortable quest where I'm attacked by all sorts of animals, not to mention harsh weather conditions, every few seconds! I don't care if this entire world is destroyed!" 

Yomil came over to Zelda. "If you truly believe life is suffering, why would you have any less suffering in this place then with us on our quest?" 

Zelda looked at him strangely. "I don't know. I need time to think, I guess. About how pointless all of it has been." 

Link stopped crying and began to get angry. "I guess we should just go back to Hyrule. I don't know what to do now..." 

Moda tried to force a smile. "Well, it's been a long journey. You should at least take a rest here for a while." 

Link wiped his tears from his eyes and tried to keep a normal tone of voice. "Okay, that'll be fine." The group then walked out of Zelda's room and went back to the elevator. 

____________________________ 

After seeing Zelda’s condition, Moda lead the shaken group back into the elevator. The elevator dropped down a distance that must have been pretty far. When the doors opened Link stood in shock. 

_____________________________

Perspective: Femera 

Well, more days have passed. I’m not exactly sure how long it’s been since I had helped fend off that. . . thing. . . . But life returned to normal, and we’re still trying to survive. 

“Come! We must rebel against the evil witch now! If what you say is right, Femmy, then she is weakened!”, my father’s usual words sputtered from his weathered mouth. 

“Father, you shouldn’t be saying that. Sit down, you know you musn't be up.” 

Despite our prolonged stay, my father still refuses any aid from the Madame Moda; I’ve urged him to let her help, we don’t have any other skilled healers in our community. It worries me to see him like this, gaunt and pale, his coughing and weezing keeping him up through the night. I’m truly frightened by what might happen if he doesn’t get better. I was about to continue when I heard a knock on the door to our cottage. 

“Hi, Aunty F”, I was greeted as I opened the door. I saw Romani, the youngest Lon-Lon girl, standing in front of me, holding a basket full of food. 

“I came to drop off the food. Achaiah also said that there’s some medicine.”, the girl said cheerfully. 

“Why thank you.”, I said greatfully. “My, your becomming so tall Romani, soon you’ll be a full grown woman.” 

She giggled. “Well, I hope not too tall. Anyway, Mom asked if you wanted to join us for dinner after the Community Meeting.” 

“That would be wonderful.” I accepted. “Tell Cremia that Father and I will bring some dessert.” The girl nodded. 

“Who’s there, Femmy?” My father called from the back room. 

“It’s Romani, father.”, I answered. Romani glanced towards the back room. “How’s he doing?”, she asked with concern. I shook my head slightly. “Not too well. His cough has gotten better but he’s not eating.” 

Romani glanced at her basket. “Still refusing the medicine.”, she asked knowingly. 

“Stubborn as ever.”, I laughed slightly. “I wish he could see that She’s just trying to help us. Well, I guess conviction is one thing which is healthy.” 

“I guess so.”, Romani answered. “Still, I’d like to know what’s outside of the dome.” 

“I’m sure–” We were interupted by a familiar voice. “Unit Femera, Moda asks for your presence.” the orb of Achiah floated down in back of Romani. 

“Is it urgent?”, I asked curiously. The orb didn’t show any sign of expression. “Madame Moda says that it is your son.” 

“Link?!”, my heart skipped a beat. 

----------------------- 

Sharp screams were heard from above. Three silhouettes fell from a rift that appeared, all three of them making an "Umph!". They hadn't even settled themselves down when the shadows of what looked like chains flew by and tied them onto the wall. Jail doors shut. 

"Great! Just great! We failed miserably, all because of you!", Aberi hollered at her sister. 

“My fault? If weren’t wasting your time being a Harlot and hitting on the Hero of Time, we wouldn’t be here!”, Beyami countered. 

“As far as I’m concerned, it’s both of your fault.”, Clayaty broke in. 

“Look who’s talking! At least we didn’t die the instant he pulled out his sword!”, the two Sisters said at once. 

“Hey! If you hadn’t tried to use her own will on the Hero of Time, and had just mind controlled the Princess of Destiny from the start this would have been over and done with! She could have just stabbed him in the back when he least expected it!” 

“But that’s no fun.”, Beyami whined. 

“My point exactly: You’re both idiots!” 

After a few minutes of senseless bickering, the Jail Cell fell quiet. “Well, at least Demoni didn’t kill us this time.”, Aberi finally commented. 

“How many times have you died?!”, Clayaty asked. 

“Well, let’s see. Once from the First Hero of Time.”, Beyami pondered. 

“That doesn’t count because the Princess reverted time.”, Aberi corrected. 

“Then how do you remember it happening?”, Clayaty asked incredulously. 

“Hmm, how do we remember it happening? Everyone else forgot it. Except maybe the Hero and his Fairy. And those damn Sages!”, Aberi said the last sentance drenched in hatred. 

“Whatever! But the fact is that we’re stuck as Shadows of what we once were!”, Beyami wailed. 

“And now we’re in chains!” 

“Which brings us back to the begining: This is all your fault!”, Clayaty declared. She futily tried to break out of her shackles. “We’re stuck her until Demoni let’s us out!” 

Suddenly the whole room shook. “Whoa, what was that?”, they said in unison. 

“Why, I believe that a house of cards just got blown down.”, Aberi stated. 

“Wow, what a bunch of ‘wild cards’.”, Clayaty said sarcastically. “Well, I guess that’s one storm over.” 

“And an even bigger typhoon lurking in the wings.” Beyami said. She seemed glance out of her jail cell. “This’ll be a big one.” 

Despite their shackles, the two sisters broke into their famliar giggling. “Have you heard? Have you heard?” 

“Oh shut up, or I’ll make you both my b*tches.”, Clayaty rolled her eyes. 

----------------------- 

Link stared at the figure in front of him, emotion threatning to engulf him. “Mother. . .?” his voice cracked. She looked the same since he had last seen her. 

“Link? Is that you?”, happiness and disbelief filled Femera as she saw the grown man in front of her. Tears began to stream down her face. They both immediatly ran towards eachother in embrace, tears falling freely. 

“I was so worried, I thought I would never see you again.”, Femera trembled. 

“Me too.”, Link cried. “How–how are you here? I thought you were killed! I went back into the village, but you weren’t there.”, Link tried to make out. Although he wasn’t sure if he actually conveyed his message over his crying. 

Femera wiped a tear from her eye. “The Madame.”, she glanced towards the scientist. “Before the mountain exploded, she rescued as many people as she could and put them in stasis. We woke up three years ago. Since then, she’s given us a place to live in.” 

“Why didn’t you ever tell me this?!”, Link yelled at Moda. 

“Well, that’s a bit confrontational, isn’t it?”, the alchemist rolled her eyes. “Not only Zelda, but then I save your mother too. Show some gratitude.” 

Femera grabbed Link’s faace, still not believeing that her son was actually standing there in front of her. “Link... how did you.... where were you....”, her sentances not making much sense. 

“Mom”, Link began, “I’m the Hero of Time.” 

“What?” 

Suddenly, a loud siren awakened Link. He was frightened by it at first, then got out of bed, and went to the door of his guestroom, only to see Draco and Yomil waiting outside in the hall. 

"Achiah woke us up, saying Madame Moda needed our help urgently! We need to go now!" Draco yelled. 

Link, Draco, and Yomil ran down the hall and in the elevator. The elevator didn't wait for commands this time-- it instantly ascended upward. When it opened, they saw Madame Moda, Vision, and Kyneto pacing up and down a long hallway that looked similar to where they entered Achiah. 

Madame Moda was frantic. "I was waiting for you! I'm really lucky to have you here now, since we have a serious emergency!" 

"What's happening?" Link asked. 

"Achiah has just found out Palous has gone into Termina and assimilated Majora's Mask, and is now planning to return to Hyrule! And to make things even worse, Elegy and Oriares have joined him!" 

"What? Palous? Assimilated? Majora? What are you talking about?" 

Madame Moda fell on the floor in shock after hearing this. "Achiah, explain to them what's happening!" 

Achiah began speaking. "Centuries ago, the people of the alternate universe known as Termina engaged in civil war. They created engineered soldiers to fight their wars for them, which they called Hunters. Eventually, the Hunters themselves overpowered the Terminans. The Chaos Bringer Majora, a Hunter of almost god-like power, led them. He had 3 other powerful Hunters at his side: The Destroyer; The Elegy; and Oriares, Dominar of Cold." 

"However, The Destroyer rebelled against him. He said that the Hunters should leave the Humans alone, but Majora refused. The Destroyer then created a base disguised as an artificial moon, and took a group of Hunters there to live. However, some Hunters still remained loyal to Majora, and for centuries the opposing groups fought." 

Achiah was then cut short, as Kyneto interrupted his monologue. "Achiah won't know the full story, as I myself had a major role in these events. I guess it's time for me to reveal some things about my origin. You see, even long before I had gotten this armor; I was a powerful shape shifting telekinetic who was already given the title of Keeper of Balance. I had just entered the universe of Termina in order to find and destroy an imbalance caused by Majora, so in order to stop Majora as he was starting his plans I possessed his minion, the Destroyer. The Destroyer never would have rebelled against Majora, or been able to build such a high-tech fortress like the moon base on it's own. The fusion of the two of us became a legendary being, known as the Fierce Deity." 

Link was shocked. "You're the legendary Fierce Deity? The one who supposedly helped my ancestors?" 

Kyneto nodded his head. "Yes. As for how I met with your ancestor... well, I'm sure Achiah knows the rest of the story." 

Achiah continued the story from there. "Eventually, the people of Termina built Vision and Empath, two Hunters created to destroy Majora. However, Majora destroyed Ikana before they were awakened, and the inactive Hunters were buried in the ruins of a temple there. In a second attempt to stop Majora, the Terminans created Four Protectors, known only as the Four Giants, to defeat Majora. Majora fought the Hunters, as well as the Fierce Deity, who had teamed up with the Four Giants. While Majora was distracted with the battle, a Terminan Wizard used a spell to trap Majora inside a mask. However, due to the uncontrollability of the spell, the Fierce Deity also became trapped within a mask. The Fierce Deity Mask was transported to the Fierce Deity's base on the moon, and Majora's Mask was hidden within a cave." 

"When Madame Moda first came to Termina, four of her creations, Odolwa, Goht, Gyorg, and Twinmold, escaped from this ship and began wreaking havoc on Termina. Luckily, the Terminans used a similar spell to trap the four beasts into masks." 

"Centuries later, a creature known as Skullkid came in contact with Majora's Mask, and became possessed by it. Majora then revived the four beasts Moda had created and used them to seal off the four Giants. Majora then tried to summon the Fierce Deity's moon base in order to have a final battle with the Fierce Deity, as well as to destroy the people of Termina once the moon crashed. Luckily, the original Hero of Time destroyed the four beasts and freed the four giants, who saved Termina from the moon. The Hero of Time then used the Fierce Deity Mask to become Fierce Deity Link. Now known to be a fusion of Kyneto, the Destroyer, and the original Hero of Time, Fierce Deity Link destroyed Majora, and expelled his dark soul from the mask." 

Kyneto then interrupted the story again. "After Majora's destruction, Fierce Deity Link split into three beings once again: The original Hero of Time, the Destroyer, whose spirit remained trapped in the mask, and myself, who took the form of a normal looking Terminan. Only a few days later, Madame Moda re-entered Termina. She managed to find me there, and I joined her crew for a brief time. We then found the containment units holding the unawakened bodies of Vision and Empath, which Madame Moda kept in her ship." 

"However, after a few years, an imbalance devastated Termina. Madame Moda and I were forced to leave that universe, not wanting to be killed. Afterwards, the moon base crashed to the Earth, this time destroying a fourth of the planet, and killing off all of Termina's population. Meanwhile, Moda and I continued going through multiple universes, eventually reaching Hyrule. When Moda found out about Darkrova and her plans to disrupt the balance in Hyrule, she set free Empath and Vision. When Empath battled against Palous, the shape-shifting Chimera who takes the form of those he kills, who I'm sure you encountered before, Empath used the attack called Aura Storm, which devastated Empath's own aura, turning her into a sadistic and vicious killer." 

Achiah then stopped Kyneto and continued the story himself. "A decade later, after the eruption of Death Mountain, Madame had purchased Majora's Mask from a mysterious man, and had also set up Dimensional Anchors on this ship, which kept parts of this ship in what was left of Termina in order to find more Hunters there. Eventually, 13 more Hunters were found sealed in eggs, including Elegy and Oriares, as well as Igos, Necronis, Luminati, S'fraku, Matai, Visorius, Empatrius, Itaru, Flareth, Nitrog, and Rycrar. However, Empath attacked the ship to find Majora's Mask, and in the process damaged the eggs of the 13 Hunters, which had to be disposed of." 

Madame Moda then continued the story from there, telling its conclusion. "The acid water in Hylia Bay destroyed all of the Hunter Eggs, as well as most of the Hunters, but Elegy and Oriares were strong enough to survive it. At the same time, Empath and Palous have went to Termina with Majora's Mask, where Empath hoped to use it to absorb Majora's power, but was interrupted by Palous, who took Majora's power for himself. Elegy and Oriares sensed Majora's power returning even while in another dimension, and have now entered Termina themselves. Palous-Majora is incredibly powerful, and most likely has Elegy and Oriares at his command. If they re-enter Hyrule, they'll bring it into a Dark Age much worse than what Darkrova has already done." 

"So how can we help?" Link asked. 

"I could have Achiah send us to Termina. Once there, we have to stop both the Palous/Majora creature as well as Elegy and Oriares from re-entering Hyrule." 

"Wait a minute." Yomil said. "I still have a few questions. How did Kyneto become the Keeper of Balance in the first place? And when did he get that armor from Moda?" 

Kyneto replied angrily. "This story was not about my origins, it was about that of the Hunters! I merely told my involvement in it. If you want to know more about my own past, perhaps I'll tell you some other time, but for now it's the Hunters we need to be concerned with." 

"So exactly how can Achiah take us to Termina?" Yomil asked. 

Madame Moda replied. "Well, Achiah is a ship that can traverse dimensions. Anyway, after it goes through the dimensional shift, all we'll have to do is exit it the same way we entered, and we'd be in Termina." Madame Moda then went over to a machine in the back of the corridor, and typed in a few things, then pressed some buttons. 

"We're about to go through dimensional shift. Be careful, this will be quite a strange experience for those who haven't done it before..." 

Achiah began to fly out of the ocean, and flew up high into the sky at a 45-degree angle at such a high speed it was barely visible. It then exploded into a burst of light, seemingly disappearing. 

____________________________ 

Elegy and Oriares looked around where they had landed. They were back at the ruins of the Clock Tower in Termina. 

"We back in Clock Town." Oriares groaned. 

"Well, I'm glad it wasn't a trap. But what happened here? Everything is destroyed!" 

"I sense energy come from that way." Oriares pointed southwest. 

"Let's go find what this energy source is." 

Elegy and Oriares flew southwest, soon reaching a large open field. 

Elegy looked surprised. "That farm used to be here, but now it's been destroyed as well!" 

Suddenly, she heard a voice. "Elegy and Oriares, my loyal servants! You have finally found your master again!" Elegy looked around, and saw Palous-Majora behind her. 

"Ignore my new look, you can sense that I'm your master, can't you?" 

Elegy and Oriares bowed down to Palous-Majora. "We live to serve you, Master Majora." 

"Excellent. But I need to inform you of some things that have happened during your sleep. Termina is a barren wasteland now. That's why we must find a portal to a new land called Hyrule. I tried to go back through the portal I had come from, but it seems to only go one way. There must be some way to return to Hyrule... But we should worry about that later. In the meantime, I sense another presence coming here." 

Elegy inquired about this. "Is it the Destroyer?" 

"No. It's a group of people, who have just now come here from the universe I'm trying to get back into. But they are most likely enemies of ours. We should just wait here for them to come to us, and then destroy them." Palous-Majora grinned with his sharp teeth, and then said something in a low voice so that his tow underlings couldn't hear it. "Link, I can sense it's you. It's time for revenge..." 

____________________________ 

"What was that?" Link asked. For the people inside Achiah, it had felt as if they had been falling in a direction that they didn't know existed. 

"I told you the dimensional shift was quite an experience," Madame Moda said mockingly. "Anyway, right now, we've completely made it through to the dimension known as Termina. Since the Dimensional Anchors were still active, we've managed to traverse through universes many times faster then it would normally take to get through to a new dimension." 

Madame Moda led the group down the hallway and back into the elevator. The elevator again descended, this time going into the room where Link and the others had entered Achiah. Madame Moda went into the very back of the room, then pressed a button, and disappeared in a flash of light. A flashing blue portal appeared on the floor where she was standing, similar to the one they had originally entered Achiah through. Vision, Kyneto, and Link stepped onto the portal next, followed by Draco and Yomil. 

____________________________

The 6 people re-appeared out of another blue portal in a cave that looked almost exactly like where Link and the others had found the portal to Achiah, except this time, there was no metal door sealing it off. 

As the group walked out of the cave, they noticed the sky here was totally dark. They also saw they were on a ledge overlooking a large valley, and on the other side of the valley was a huge Stone Tower. 

"So where is Palous-Majora?" Link asked. 

Moda replied. "Probably searching for a way to get back to Hyrule. He's most likely in the ruins of Clock Town, which was the main city here... Don't worry about him re-entering Hyrule, though. I made sure that Achiah's presence here would nullify all other dimensional portals here." 

"We should split up into groups of two." Draco stated. 

Kyneto nodded. "Good idea. I'll go with the Hero of Time." 

Draco replied. "I'll go with Yomil, then. Which leaves Moda to go with Vision." 

Kyneto flew off toward the Stone Tower, using telekinesis to make Link levitate alongside him. Moda and Vision flew off in the opposite direction, flying toward Clock Town. Draco and Yomil walked away down into the valley. 

Draco and Yomil soon realized that they were stuck atop a high ledge with no way down. 

"So now what can we do?" Yomil asked. 

"Well, it looks like there's the ruins of a wooden house below this ledge. I could use my Hookshot to grab onto, but you'll have to hold on to me..." 

Yomil held Draco's hand as Draco used the Hookshot to grab onto the house below them. Yomil screamed violently as the Hookshot took the both of them flying downward at high speed. 

"YAAAAAAAH! Let me go! Let me go! AAAH!" 

When Draco and Yomil were finished with their Hookshot ride, they entered the house. Yomil sat down on a broken-down chair, while Draco looked around what was left of the house. They saw what appeared to be a giant music box collapsed in the center of the room, under a hole in the roof, and staircase leading downward into a basement. 

"S-should we g-go?" Yomil asked Draco, still trembling from the Hookshot ride. 

"We might find something down there... I guess we should look." Draco replied. 

Draco and Yomil went down the stairs, into a basement that had all sorts of strange things all over. Draco saw a closet in the back of the room, and opened the door. On the bottom of the closet, he found what appeared to be the mask of a Gibdo. 

Draco put the mask on his face. "Well, it doesn't seem to do anything like the Zora Mask does... You can have it, Yomil..." Yomil put the mask away in his pocket. The two of them then went back up the staircase, and exited the broken down house. 

They found a small, dried up river around the house. They saw the house originally had a windmill by the river, but now the windmill had collapsed. The two of them decided to follow the river to its source, which led them inside a cave. 

Yomil protested. "I don't think anything is in that cave... We don't really need to go, do we?" 

Draco didn't bother to reply. Instead, he just went inside, hoping Yomil would follow. Yomil waited outside for a second, then reluctantly entered. 

Yomil and Draco noticed a pool of strange purple liquid in the center of the cave. As they approached it, they saw a strange phantasm form above them. 

"Who disturbs the rest of I, the composer Sharp? Even the other undead have been destroyed by now, yet I am still cursed to eternally live, trapped in this cave. And now, my wrath shall be inflicted upon you!" 

Sharp held his baton as a composer would, and as he whirled it around, a strange and eerie music filled the cave. His baton began to glow after a few seconds, and suddenly Yomil and Draco were levitated into the air. Sharp thrust his baton far to the right, causing Draco and Yomil to suddenly be flung to the right, smashing them into the hard cave wall. Sharp then pointed his baton downward, causing the two to fall down to the ground. Sharp continued using his baton like this, telekinetically throwing Draco and Yomil all over the cave. 

"We have to get that baton away from him!" Draco screamed. 

Yomil began to utter some strange words, then shouted out "Paralysis Wave!" and pointed his hands at Sharp. Sharp suddenly stopped moving, stuck in mid-air. Draco suddenly had an idea. He took out his Hookshot, aimed it at the paralyzed ghost, and used it to pull away the baton. Draco then took the baton and threw it into the pool of liquid in the center of the room, causing the baton to slowly dissolve. 

As the baton dissolved, so did the ghostly composer. As he began to disappear, he began to utter his last words. "It has been said that when my defeat finally comes... Termina shall finally be restored... thank you for finally freeing me from my curse..." 

With that, Sharp disappeared completely. Yomil and Draco wandered out of the cave, wondering what to do next. Yomil and Draco went back to the ruined house, and this time noticed a hill to side of it. They journeyed up the hill, and found a well at the top of it. 

"Draco, please don't tell me you're thinking of going in there..." 

"Sorry, but it's not like we'll find a ghost in every cave we'll enter..." 

Yomil reluctantly followed Draco down the ladder and into the well. At the bottom, they continued into a tunnel, where a Gibdo blocked the door into the next room. The Gibdo then looked at Draco and Yomil, freezing them both in their tracks, and began to advance on the two of them. 

"Draco, help! I don't want to be attacked by one of those!" 

"Put the Gibdo Mask on or something! Maybe they'll be fooled by it!" 

Yomil listened, and to his surprise, the Gibdo stopped, and started to speak. "Sorry I attack. I not see you Gibdo too." 

Yomil spoke to the Gibdo. "My friend here is a Gibdo too, so don't attack him either." The Gibdo nodded in agreement. "Talk about dumb creatures..." Yomil muttered to himself. 

Draco and Yomil continued through the tunnels. They occasionally found another Gibdo or two, but Yomil just fooled them with the Gibdo Mask and continued on. Eventually, the two of them reached the end of the tunnel, where they saw a ladder going upwards. Yomil and Draco went up it, and found that they had emerged in the courtyard of a broken down castle. Draco and Yomil saw a small tunnel at the far end of the courtyard, and entered it. When they reached the end of the tunnel, Draco and Yomil collapsed on the floor in shock at what they saw: they were back in the same part of the valley they had started in, by the broken down house. 

____________________________ 

“Unit Femera.” 

Femera was pacing back and forth. Everything had happened so quickly, and though her son had been safe, she now worried about what could happen to him. How could any parent handle knowing that their child had the burden of saving the world, of being a Hero of Time? 

“Unit Femera.”, Achaiah repeated. 

“Yes?”, she snapped out of her trance. 

“Moda has instructed me to escort you. She requests your help.”, the floating orb flew down a corridor; Femera followed. As she walked down the corridors, Femera got an uneasy feeling. She hadn’t gotten used to the walls that looked too much like living tissue. She could swear that it was breathing. But then again, she had only left the Survivor’s Community a few times. 

A membrance retracted, revealing a small room. Femera looked inside, but it looked empty, and it didn’t lead anywhere. Achaiah floated in and floated stationary. Femera slowly walked in. As soon as she had cleared the ‘doorway’, the membrane regrew, sealing the two inside. Femera panicked for a second, but almost lost her balance when she felt the whole room moving. It was some kind of transportation device she concluded. An elevator. 

The room came to a stop and the membrane retracted again. The new room seemed... ‘sterile’; it was the first word that came to mind. The walls here looked thicker, more rigid, and didn’t breath. The room was white, and the air just felt different. It was stale, and still... deathly still. 

While Femera was observing her new surroundings Achaiah had gotten halfway across the room before she remembered she was needed. She followed the orb past several membrane doorways, until Achaiah stopped at one as it opened. In a stark room with no decoration, a single bed lay against the wall. A sickly looking blonde girl lay on it, staring into space. 

“Who is she?”, Femera uneasily asked. 

“Unit designation: Princess Zelda of Hyrule.” 

Femera gasped, she even knew who the Royal princess was despite her former life of being Kakariko. “What–what is she doing here?”, curiosity as well as concern filled Femera’s voice. 

“Unit Zelda was almost mortally injured during a conflict with Enemy Unit Twinrova. Madame Moda transported the princess’s body to the medical ward and managed to repair the physical damage. However, psychological complications arose as a result of Unit Zelda’s prolonged near-death experience and she is now a danger to herself and possibly others as a result of her total abandon regarding life.” 

Femera slowly digested the information Achiah was dispensing. 

-------------------- 

Perspective: Zelda 

Bad! Everything is bad! So much pain! So harsh! The world is bad! I was so comfortale! Where is the light?! Where is the warmth?! I can’t find it! So lost! Lost!!! Lost.... 

I can’t see very well. But why would I need to see? I was in light! I was safe! The world is closing in on me! I can feel it. 

I need to get back to the light! I need to! I have to! That’s where I need to be! 

It’s cold. I’m in darkness. Is this Hell? Am I finally attoning for my sins? I’m sorry if I hurt anyone. I’m sorry for everything I’ve done. I’m sorry Link.... 

Link?! Is that him? Is he watching me? Who’s watching me? 

They are talking. But i can’t understand them. It’s like this dense layer of interference is following me. I can’t get out! 

-------------------- 

Zelda let out another scream. She had been doing the same thing for over an hour now. She would drift into sleep, and then wake up, looking around herself, confused. Femera watched the Princess through a one-way barrier. Zelda had completely decemated the furnishings. Her sheets were torn, and any sign that this had once been one of the most sophisticated facilities was lost. The Princess of Destiny now held herself in a corner the room, snapping at anything that got near her. 

Femera couldn’t help but feel helpless. There she was, instructed to watch over the orphan Princess of Hyrule, after being so close to death. She couldn’t get near her, nor did it look like Zelda would listen. Yet, she still felt some pride knowing that her own son had gotten so close to the royal family, and helped them through the rough times. 

Well, as best as he could anyway. Femera had stayed up, watching the children. Wait, they weren’t children anymore. They had all grown into young adults. Yet ten years of grief had finally caught up with them this past night. They had all mourned for their losses, and tried to deal with the journeys; some silent tears, and others painful cries of sadness. 

Femera suddenly felt a pang of guilt. [Maybe we shouldn’t have forced our children upon this destiny?] 

Anger also boiled in her heart. Her own son’s childhood had been robbed form him, and her! She silently cried to herself in front of blind eyes. After regaining her composure, Femera walked in to meet the Princess of Hyrule. 

____________________________

Madame Moda and Vision flew down into the ruins of Clock Town. After looking around for a while, they saw a small cave on a hill in North Clock Town. They went inside, and found what appeared to be an intact Fairy Fountain. 

"That's strange." Madame Moda said. "The fountain is still fully intact, and yet, there isn't even one fairy here..." 

Vision looked around. "The Great Fairy is here, it's just hiding. I sense its presence around here." 

"Well, no point in staying here, then. We may as well leave..." 

The two of them exited the fountain and continued on looking through Clock Town. Eventually, they found a hole in the ground near the East Side of Clock Town. They jumped inside, and found what appeared to be the ruins of a sewer. 

"Well, this sewer is almost completely intact as well. How strange..." Moda commented. 

Moda and Vision went through the watery sewer, eventually reaching a large room with a ladder at the end of it. Moda and Vision flew up to a tunnel at the top of the ladder, and found it was a dead end: only a few feet into the tunnel a wall of rubble blocked off whatever the tunnel originally led to. 

Moda and Vision backtracked into the sewers, this time going back past the hole they had entered the sewers from. They found yet another tunnel that was blocked off by debris, but this time, there was a hole in the wall to the left of the tunnel. Moda and Vision entered the hole in the wall, and found it led to a completely different set of tunnels. 

____________________________ 

Kyneto and Link landed on the top of the Stone Tower, and looked around. 

"Whoa, this place is huge! I can see half of Termina from here!" 

"Yes, the Stone Tower is quite a place." Kyneto replied. "But it's the inside of it were supposed to be looking. Many rooms of Stone Tower have an open roof, so getting in shouldn't be a problem." 

Link and Kyneto continued walking along the vast rooftop, soon finding a large hole. Link looked down, and found the hole seemed to go downward forever. 

"The central part of Stone Tower is almost totally hollow. Luckily, there are small platforms on the side of the walls." 

Kyneto flew downward into the hole, telekinetically taking Link with him, and landed himself and Link on a small platform connected to the right wall. Across from the platform they were on, there was what appeared to be a statue of a huge bug's head, with its mouth opening into a tunnel. 

"That's the entrance to the Stone Tower Temple." Kyneto told Link. 

"The Temple is on the top floor? This place really is huge!" Link realized. "So what are we looking for in here anyway?" 

"Well, it doesn't look like Palous-Majora is anywhere in here. But he could be hiding somewhere inside the Temple, although it's unlike... Wait a minute, I sense something. A powerful Hunter is lurking around the entrance to the Tower!" 

Kyneto flew downward, again taking Link with him. The two of them landed on the ledge by the entrance to Stone Tower, and were surprised to see Empath waiting there. 

Empath spoke to the two of them. "I was trapped under that cave the Sheikah had left me in, but it takes more then being crushed by a few rocks to kill me. I sensed you two were around this tower, so I came here, hoping to find you. If I can't defeat that Sheikah, I'll at least get the pleasure of killing you two!" 

Kyneto shot a wave of energy at Empath, knocking her back. "You know you have zero chance of defeating me. Anything that touches me is either absorbed into me or instantly repelled away, so there's no way anything can ever damage me!" 

Empath looked at him. "I know that. But I have one trump card I haven't used yet. It's called my Aura Devastator. It destroys anything I use it on, be it mechanical or organic. Take this, you armored freak!" 

Empath's eyes burned a fiery red color, and her body became surrounded by light. She then shot a beam of bright red energy straight at Kyneto, engulfing the armored demigod. When the light died down, Empath was surprised to see him still standing there. 

Kyneto screamed at Empath. "That actually hurt me, even if only a slight bit! You actually made me feel pain for the first time in centuries! Nothing is supposed to be able to do that to me while I'm in my armor!" 

Empath was equally surprised. "It hurt? My most powerful attack, which is supposed to destroy anything and you say it just hurt a slight bit? Well, at least I know that something can affect you!" 

Empath shot out another Aura Devastator. The red beam again engulfed Kyneto. This time, before the light died down, Empath leaped up and delivered a flying kick to Kyneto, knocking him into the deep crevice at the bottom of Stone Tower. Kyneto's armored body continued falling through the incredibly deep pit long after it had fallen too far down to be seen by Empath or Link. 

Empath smiled viciously. "Well, now that I've finally killed him, it's time to take care of you, Hero of Time. I think I'll have a little fun with you." 

Empath took out some metal darts, charged them with psychic energy, and sent them flying at Link. Link held up his sword, and used the side of it to block the darts. Link then jumped up and jump-slashed Empath but was surprised to see the attack only deal minor damage to her. Empath then used her Aura Whips to slash Link. Link tried to cut the tendrils of energy with his sword, but the sword couldn't cut through them. 

Empath then shot out a wave of energy, paralyzing Link. She went up to him and began punching and kicking his paralyzed body repeatedly. "I was hoping to have some fun with you, but you're just too easy. Maybe I'll just dispose of you now..." Empath then picked Link up and prepared to throw him into the pit, but suddenly became unable to move, and dropped Link to the ground in front of her. 

Empath heard a voice from behind her. It was Yomil! "We just got out of the Castle nearby here, and we were about to enter this tower, when we saw you here about to kill Link! So I used my Paralysis Wave to make sure to stop you." 

"Curse... you..." Empath muttered. Draco then saw her limbs were shaking, and the paralysis spell was about to wear off, so he put his Hookshot in one hand and his sword in the other. He used the Hookshot to pull Empath to him, then quickly thrust his sword out, pulling Empath straight through it. Empath began to bleed from a hole in her chest the sword had made, but it quickly began to heal. Suddenly, right before it fully closed, she felt a second blade go right through it again. Turning around, she saw Link holding the Master Sword. 

Suddenly, the Stone Tower began shaking violently. Empath, Link, Draco, and Yomil all quickly ran out of the temple, and ran as fast as they could. Empath managed to make it all the way up to the well within seconds, but the others didn't possess her speed and only managed to make it a few yards away from the tower before they all heard a huge noise. 

They all turned around, and saw a truly incredible sight. The entire Stone Tower rose up out of the ground and into the air, leaving a huge chasm where the tower was embedded! Kyneto levitated out of the huge pit where Stone Tower previously was, and the inside of his helmet was flashing a bright red color. He was using telekinesis to levitate the entire Tower! 

"Empath! Did you really think two of those Aura Devastators and a fall could finish me off? Well, you said before that it would take more than being crushed by a few rocks to destroy you! Well, hopefully being crushed by this will do the job!" With that, Kyneto levitated the Stone Tower a few yards over Empath's head. 

Empath screamed. "****! It's impossible! No one can lift an entire tower that size! NO ONE! What the **** are you?" 

Empath was incredibly scared. She tried to think of what to do, and quickly realized she was fast enough to run or fly away. However, just as she started to move, she suddenly fell to the ground, paralyzed. 

"Where are you going?" Yomil said mockingly as he cast his Paralysis Wave on her again. 

The now paralyzed Empath screamed violently as Kyneto telekinetically made the tower rise up high into the air, then quickly made it drop right atop Empath, severely crushing her. 

The debris from the impact began flying toward Link and the others, but Kyneto used a telekinetic shield to assure that no harm came to any of them. 

"Do you think she survived?" Yomil asked half-sarcastically. 

Kyneto laughed. "With her regeneration capabilities, it's possible, but I doubt there's enough left of her to regenerate from this time. And even if there was, there's not enough room under that tower for her to ever regenerate back into her full form." 

"So now where to?" Draco asked. 

"Well, maybe we should go deeper into the valley." Link replied. 

____________________________ 

Madame Moda and Vision continued onward through the tunnels, as they had been doing for hours. The tunnels kept splitting off, like a huge maze, and the two of them wondered if they had gone the wrong way. Vision looked ahead, and found a door at the end of the tunnel. 

"Madame, look! I think I found a way out!" 

Moda looked at the door. "Either that or it's a trap of some kind." 

The two of them entered the doorway. They were surprised to find that there wasn't any sort of trap, but rather, an intact room. The room looked to be almost like a small house, with a bed, a table, and a stove in the corner. There was also a box at the far wall of the room. Madame Moda looked at the box, and saw there was a hole in the ceiling above it. 

"How strange..." she said. 

____________________________ 

Link and the others reached a huge cliff over a river. 

"So how do we get down?" Yomil asked. 

Kyneto flew down, and again used telekinesis to bring Link with him through the air, this time also taking Yomil and Draco as well. They landed on a small shore next to the river. Link walked around, and noticed there was a cave in the wall that was blocked off by a boulder. Kyneto, however, had a way around this. He pointed his hand at the boulder, breaking it into pieces instantly. The four of them then journeyed inside the cave. 

Inside the cave, they continued through another door into a strange room. In the center of the strange room was a conveyer belt, with a locked door on each side of it. Kyneto shot a blast of energy at the conveyer belt that broke a hole in the wall there. As the group continued into the next room, they saw Kyneto's blast had continued on, creating 'doorways' in the center of each room's wall up until the end of the cave. When the group reached the end of the cave, they saw a hole in the floor that the conveyer belt led into. 

Draco looked at it. "Well, it looks like this is supposed to lead somewhere. I guess we should go down it." Draco then jumped down the hole. 

____________________________ 

Madame Moda looked in the strange box, which held some small and useless things, and then looked up at the hole in the ceiling, only to see something falling down it. Draco fell through the hole and landed on top of Madame Moda, knocking them both to the floor. She looked up and saw Draco lying stunned on top of her. 

"Get off me, you idiot!" Madame Moda screamed at Draco. "How did you get in here anyway?" 

Draco stood up. "We were going through these tunnels in Ikana Valley, and we saw a hole. So I jumped down, and, well, that's how I'm here." Draco then yelled out to the others. "It's okay, it's safe to come down here!" 

When the rest of the group had jumped down to the room, they were glad to finally see Moda again, but not to happy to find out that she was lost in these tunnels. 

Yomil told Moda what had happened. "We looked all over the valley, and found no sign of Palous-Majora. We did find Empath though, and Kyneto killed her, but the other three Hunters are no where around here." 

Moda looked upset. "Well, at least you got Empath. Still, we need to find the other three Hunters. Maybe all of us should back-track through these tunnels and look around Clock Town again." 

____________________________ 

It had been a few hours since Madame Moda and Vision met up with the rest of the group, and they were still going through the same maze-like tunnel, trying to find the entrance back into the ruins of Clock Town. Finally, Draco saw a light shining in from a hole in the tunnel ceiling. 

"Look! There it is, an opening!" He shouted to the rest of the group. Moda, Vision, and Kyneto quickly flew out of the tunnel, and once again Kyneto used his power to levitate the other three up with him. 

They looked around, and saw they were back in Clock Town. "I sense a strange presence around here." Yomil said. 

"Yomil? You never displayed the ability to sense people before." Kyneto told him. 

"I can't as well as you or Vision can. But I can sense any creature that has a good deal of magic energy in it. Follow me, I'll show you where it is..." 

Yomil lead them around the rubble that was scattered all over Clock Town, eventually leading them to the cave Moda and Vision had gone into before. 

"Vision and I went in this cave before. It's a Fairy Fountain, and it's intact, but the Great Fairy isn't in there anymore. Or at least she wouldn't appear for us..." 

"Maybe she will for me." Link said. 

Vision and Moda stayed outside the cave, while the rest of the group entered the Fountain. This time, there was a wave of dark purple energy that began to spread from the walls of the fountain. The dark energy then concentrated itself together in the center of the fountain, and took the shape of a thin Human female. Unlike the other fairies, she could easily be mistaken for a normal Human. She had pale white skin, and wore a thin black dress, which went down to the floor, but only covered a small part of her arms. Her eyes, lips, and nails were all midnight blue, and her hair was dark black. 

"I am Nylashira, the Great Fairy of Darkness. I have come today to give you this." 

She held up her arms and a bright light formed above her head. It began to form and shaped itself into a mask, which fell on the floor between Link and Kyneto. 

"This is the Fierce Deity Mask. It originally contained the souls of the armored one and the Hunter called the Destroyer, but now only contains the latter. Armored one, give up your armor for the time being, and instead take Link's body. Then put on this mask, and the combination of the three of you shall form the same warrior who saved Termina all those years ago: Fierce Deity Link." 

Kyneto listened. His armor collapsed to the ground, as if it was an inanimate object (which it was now that Kyneto no longer possessed it), and suddenly Link's eyes flashed a bright blue color. "I'm not as powerful without my armor, but the power of Link and the Destroyer added to me will almost make up for it." Kyneto-Link then picked up the Fierce Deity Mask and put it on, and in a flash of blue light again became the legendary warrior of Termina. 

Fierce Deity Link was about 9 feet tall, wore bright blue armor, and held a double-helix sword that glowed with a strange blue energy. "I HAVE AT LAST RETURNED TO TERMINA!" He shouted. "And I shall restore this world!" 

Nylashira spoke to them. "I shall transport the three of you to the place of Final Battle." With that, Fierce Deity Link, Draco, and Yomil were all transported to the middle of a very large plain, where the three heroes saw Palous-Majora, levitating beside Elegy and Oriares. 

____________________________ 

"I've been waiting for you." The dark Chimera/Hunter said. "I am Malorous, soon to be a god of two universes! Both sides of me have wanted to see you destroyed for a long time, Link. It's looks like it's time for a rematch. As for your two friends here, I'm sure Elegy and Oriares will occupy them." 

Malorous began to transform. The skin all over its body was red and filled with scars and multi-colored tattoos, yet was also incredibly hard. Its head had three green eyes and a mouth full of sharp teeth. Its arms became thick and muscular like a Goron's. It's midsection and legs became sleek and agile like a Zora's. Out from it's back grew four whip-like tendrils and two gigantic wings. "Now you shall see my true power. Let's go." 

Malorous shot out an energy ball at Fierce Deity Link, but the warrior quickly dodged it. The dark deity then took his double-helix sword and began to shoot out blue energy discs, but Malorous dodged those just as easily. Malorous then started slashing the warrior with his tentacles, which began to glow with a yellow light, but the warrior used his sword to slash through the tendrils. 

As Malorous and Fierce Deity Link fought, Elegy and Oriares advanced on Draco and Yomil. 

"I'll take the midget girl, you can take the big guy." Yomil said frightfully. 

"You must be a brave warrior to want to fight the more powerful of us." Elegy said mockingly. 

"Uh, on second thought, I've changed my mind." Yomil said. 

Oriares grunted. "Don't think I am much more easy to beat!" Oriares then punched Yomil in his chest to show him what he meant. Luckily, Yomil had made a barrier around himself before he was hit. 

Yomil shot a ball of electricity at Oriares, stunning him for a second, but he quickly recovered. Oriares then continued punching Yomil with his large arms, causing more and more damage to Yomil's shield. Yomil then started chanting strange words, and shot an eerie light purple beam at Oriares. Oriares dodged it, and the beam continued on, eventually hitting a rock, which then shrank to a fourth of its original size. 

Oriares looked nervous after seeing the effect of the beam. "You have a lot of trick, you do? No matter, I freeze you!" Oriares then shot a blast of ice at Yomil, freezing the wizard. 

Oriares looked at the frozen Yomil, and began to walk away, believing his foe destroyed. Suddenly, the muscular Hunter was hit by a blast of energy from behind him. He turned around and saw Yomil standing behind him, standing next to a block of ice containing... another Yomil? 

"Guess you didn't know that I can create illusions of myself. Oh well, I should've showed you. But its not too late now, here's a demonstration!" Yomil then split into 5 copies of himself, one of them real, the other 4 illusions. 

Meanwhile, Draco looked down at Elegy. She was almost only half his size! However, Elegy soon showed Draco she was a worthy opponent by shooting a fireball at him. Draco reflected it with his sword, then jumped over the girl and tried to slash her from behind. She quickly teleported away before the sword hit her, and then re-appeared behind Draco, kicking him in the back. 

Draco wasn't all that hurt from the kick. "Physically, you're not all that strong, are you?" 

Elegy didn't like this comment, and replied to it by shooting a ball of dark energy at Draco. This did much more damage to Draco then the kick did. Draco then thrust his sword toward Elegy, only to find she had again teleported. Draco took his sword and thrust it backward, thinking Elegy would teleport behind him again, but was surprised to see her laughing from above him. 

She mocked the swordsman. "I'm not stupid. I knew you would expect me to teleport behind you again." Draco then slashed upwards, but she again teleported, this time right in front of him. She charged up a ball of electricity and shot it right at Draco, knocking him down. 

Draco got up and thrust his sword toward Elegy. Elegy instantly raised a mystic barrier, but Draco kept thrusting his sword into it. Draco then summoned all his strength and used it to thrust the sword forward with incredible force, shattering Elegy's shield. Elegy wasn't finished yet, however. She teleported above him, then created a huge ball of darkness, almost her own size, and shot it at Draco, sending him flying back. 

Elegy mocked the fallen prince. "You're power and wisdom are nothing compared to my own! Now say good-bye, for it's your time to die!" 

"Power and Wisdom... I have a responsibility to save Hyrule, and I refuse to be beaten in a foreign world by the likes of you!" Draco then thrust his sword and kept it held out, and the sword began flashing with energy. Elegy saw he was about to use a powerful attack and teleported behind Draco again. However, the Hunter had made a mistake: Draco was charging a Sword Spin Attack, in which the sword spun around in a flaming 360-degree circle around Draco. Elegy, who was levitating behind him, screamed as the attack sliced off her legs. The crippled Hunter fell to the ground and was stuck lying there. 

Draco spoke to her. "You've been defeated. You don't seem to be able to regenerate like Empath, so you really can't fight anymore." 

"I can regenerate my legs in time... Just not instantly like Empath can..." Elegy mumbled. The wounded creature then lifted up her hands and shot a lightning bolt at Draco, stunning him for a second. 

"You Hunters fight to the bitter end don't you? Well, the end for you is NOW!" With those words, Draco took his sword, pointed it downward, and slashed Elegy's neck, cutting her head off. 

Fierce Deity Link and Malorous were ignoring the other two battles around them, and kept evading each other's attacks. Malorous raised his arms, and out of his body came 4 sliding spike-traps. They slid toward the deity and knocked him down, then another one came while he was on the ground and wounded him. The warrior tried to get up but fell down as the fourth spike-trap came at him. While on the ground, he shot a disc of energy out of his sword and at an unsuspecting Malorous, getting a direct hit on the dark monster. 

Malorous jumped high up, made a fist in mid-air, and used a downward flaming Goron punch on Fierce Deity Link. The warrior coughed up some blood from such a powerful attack, but quickly rose to his feet and smashed Malorous with the side of his sword. Malorous used his tendrils to slash the deity while he was attacking, and then delivered a kick that knocked the warrior away. 

Malorous looked down at Fierce Deity Link, and then curled up into a ball like a Goron would. However, this time his four tentacles stuck out of his back while he was rolling, making him look like a giant spinning pinwheel. He ran over Fierce Deity Link, then turned around and repeated the attack again. The warrior saw Malorous was turning around and about to use the attack a third time, so he took his sword and shot an energy disc at Malorous in mid-roll, effectively slicing off one of the monster's tendrils. 

Oriares, meanwhile, was becoming frustrated with Yomil and his copies. He punched one of the Yomils he saw, only to find himself shocked by a jolt of electricity. Yomil again taunted Oriares. "I guess I also forgot to tell you touching any of the copies will give you a shock! Oh well, silly me!" 

Oriares then began to flash blue, and blasts of ice came out of his chest and hit all four remaining Yomils. The three false Yomils disappeared after being hit, and the real one began to slowly become frozen in ice that was growing around him. 

Yomil then started chanting some more strange words, and suddenly the ice around him melted. Yomil then looked toward Oriares. "It's time to finish this. 'Rage of the elements, nature's master, shall reveal to this enemy, the ultimate disaster!'" 

A huge cyclone formed around Oriares. The cyclone then began to become filled with all sorts of energy-- fire, ice, water, lightning, dark energy-- all swirling and spinning around Oriares as if the very elements were using all their power to attack him. When the cyclone began to die down, Yomil saw Oriares, charred all over, collapse to the floor. 

Draco watched as Yomil defeated his foe and Fierce Deity Link fought Malorous, but suddenly he felt a sharp pain in his leg. Draco looked down and saw Elegy's head biting his ankle. 

Draco started getting angry. "Oh, come on! This is just ridiculous! How many pieces do you have to be cut into before you die?" Draco then kicked Elegy's head off his ankle, and watched it roll across the field. 

Malorous looked at the fallen bodies of Elegy and Oriares, and then used his remaining tentacles to wrap up and constrict Fierce Deity Link. "I guess I underestimated you're friends... no matter. Once I kill you, I'll shred them to pieces! Then once I get back to Hyrule, I'll find the rest of your group and make them share the same fate!" 

Fierce Deity Link, still constricted by the monster's tentacles, looked at him. "Sorry... I can't allow you to do that." The warrior then kicked the demonic tentacles that were holding him, then used his sword to slash them off Malorous' body. Malorous screamed in pain for a brief time, then picked up one of the tendrils that had been cut off his body and held it like a weapon, using it to strike his opponent. 

Malorous looked at Fierce Deity Link. "Now to finish you off!" He screamed. 

He then jumped up into the air and lunged at the warrior, about to deliver another powerful downward Goron punch. However, in a split second, Fierce Deity Link saw him coming, and, with exquisite timing, slashed the demonic creature in mid-air, slicing him in half. 

Time seemed to stop as the lower part of Malorous exploded, while the upper half became consumed in a bright light. Fierce Deity Link could only see a silhouette of Malorous' upper body through the light surrounding it, and watched as the silhouette of his body shattered into shards like broken glass. The shards of the demon's body then began to dissipate into dust right before a huge light consumed the entire area. 

____________________________ 

Link looked around. He was no longer Fierce Deity Link; he was no one person instead of three. He saw he was back in the Fairy Fountain, along with Yomil and Draco, as well as Kyneto, who was somehow already back in his armor, and the Fierce Deity Mask, in which the Destroyer's soul had returned to. 

Madame Moda and Vision were also in the fountain, standing near Nylashira. "We had come in to the fountain after we saw you were gone for a while," Moda said. "And Nylashira here told us about everything that had happened." 

Link noticed that, on the floor, there were a whole ton of masks. There was a Deku Mask, three Goron Masks, a Zora Mask, five Masks of normal Humans, a mask of Majora, and a mask of Palous' Human form. This mask of Majora looked different from the last, as it was based on the head rather than the center of Majora's body. It looked like a red, scarred skull, with three green eyes and a mouth full of razor sharp teeth. 

Nylashira spoke to the group about the masks. "When you destroyed Palous, Palous' soul was sealed in a mask, and all the souls he had stolen over the years, including Majora's, were also sealed in separate masks." 

Madame Moda began to pick up the masks. "I'll make sure to keep an eye out on the masks of Palous and Majora. As for the masks of the poor victims of Palous, I know a Mask Salesman who'll pay good money for them." 

Yomil approached Madame Moda. "I also have this Gibdo Mask if you want it." 

Moda looked at it. "I'll pay you 10 Rupees for it." 

"You're going to sell it to the Mask Salesman for 20. I want 30 for it." 

"15." 

"25." 

"20, and that's the highest I'll go." 

"Deal." 

Yomil handed over the Gibdo Mask to Moda. 

____________________________ 

Afterwards, the group journeyed back to Achiah, where they spent the rest of the night. The next morning, they all went back to the deck of Achiah, where they prepared to return to Hyrule. 

Kyneto laughed. "Quite a good day for the Keeper of Balance. All Wild Cards have been eliminated. Truffle is stuck in cryogenic suspension in the highest security section of Achiah, Empath is dead, and Palous and Majora are both sealed in masks that are also sealed in a high security section of Achiah. As for Elegy and Oriares, they're most likely dead, and if they aren't, they won't do anything now that their master is gone anyway." 

Link spoke to him. "Well, when are we going to take this ship back to Hyrule?" 

Moda looked at him. "We won't. I'll send the three of you back, along with Zelda if she wishes, but Achiah is staying here, along with Kyneto, Vision, and I." 

"Why are you staying in Termina?" 

Kyneto looked at Link. "Well, the balance is restored to Hyrule. Termina, however, is still in a state of ruins. We had previously though there was no hope for it, but now we see it's possible that we can eventually restore Termina." 

Link went to Moda. "How's Zelda doing?" 

Moda spoke. "Well, it'll take a long time for her to return to the way she was before. But I checked on her, and she's willing to return to Hyrule with you. Just be careful with her, as she no longer has that much care for her own, or anyone else's life." 

Moda led Link, Yomil, and Draco into the elevator. The elevator descended back to the medical ward. Link went into Zelda's room, and saw she was out of bed, walking around her room. 

"Zelda, are you ready to return?" Link asked. "Zelda, please?" 

"I'll join you on your quest, Link. It's not like I have much to lose anyway..." 

Moda then led the four of them back into the elevator. The elevator then went to a different floor. This one again had floors and walls of pipes, wires, and other such things, but in the center of the room was a large gateway. 

Moda looked at them. “I use this to send small amounts of matter through to other dimensions without taking the entire ship. I set it up so it'll take you to Hyrule, right by the shores of Hylia Bay. You're friend Anthy should be around the same area.’, the Alchemist paused. ‘Link, there is something that you must do first.”

Link turned to see his mother standing in the chamber with him. “So... you’re not coming back with us?”, he asked knowing the answer. He forced back tears. 

“No Link. I’m sorry, but there isn’t a place for us in Hyrule anymore. The Madame will take care of us.” 

Link tried to smile, but tears had escaped through the sides of his eyes. “Link”, his mother conitnued, “This isn’t goodbye, you’ll see. This wont be the last time we see each other. I promise.”, her own tears streaming down her face. 

The others watched with similar empathy, yet uncomfortable at the reminder of their lost parents. 

Link walked back to his friends, and turned to face his mom. “I’m holding you to that promise.”, he managed a weak smile. 

“Good luck, to all of you.”, Femera said at last. 

“Are all of you ready?", the Madame asked. 

The group nodded in agreement. Link, Yomil, Zelda, and Draco walked through the gateway, and disappeared into it. There would be no more distractions. Just five heroes continuing on their quest. 

The room lay silent. Femera stood for a few more seconds, yet inevitably collapsed into tears. The Madame left her with her grief, as her sobs filled the labrynth. [Would they be able to survive this?] 

Chapter 47.2: Breakout 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Deep in Achaih's ‘belly' lay an odd chamber. The door leading to it read cryogenics. Inside, the walls were a dark grayish color, but their warmth suggested they were not the metal they appeared to be. Lined up down the length of the room were a series of blue and red tubes. At the bottom of the tubes were circular metallic structures that appeared to have 20 miniature legs per individual, and at the top were strange jelly like creatures, connecting the tubes to the ceiling. When one looked closely, they would see that the tubes supported by these structures were actually made of ice. Many were of the magical red ice used by items such as Chibi Yoshi's ray gun, while others appeared to be normal ice. The tubes themselves all seemed to give off an eerie light, the only light in the room. It seemed to be dark and bright at the same time. 

Many of these tubes held what seemed to be living beings. A strange assortment of varied creatures from different universes that were, for whatever reason, kept in stasis here in Achaiah. One tube towards the middle was very different from these others. The being inside seemed just as out of place as everyone else, with the hooded cloak that covered his entire body, leather gloves, and not a bit of skin showing anywhere actually seemed normal compared to some of the specimens here. The odd part was in the ice. The cracks in the frozen cylinder were much more defined than the others, probably due to the fact that there appeared to be some sort of dark liquid seeping from them. This shadowy substance seeped forwards through the ice, forming a kind of puddle on the ground. After a few minutes of this action, a strange smoky form seemed to come out of the ice and go into the puddle. This might have been a very confusing sight to anyone who did not know the true nature of the being frozen within the ice. 

________________________________________________________________ 

With all the effort he could, Truffle squeezed one more bit of his essence from the ice. The physical part of his body was the only part that could be frozen, and his essence was definitely not a physical one. Unfortunately, for the past few days, much of his energy had been concentrated in making a physical form so that he could better interact with this world, leaving him to be quite impaired by this freezing. He couldn't easily use his magic to free his body, as much of it's energy was tied up in his "body" at the moment. It would take quite a while for him to save up enough energy into his little puddle to do any real good. He decided to go off in search of some kind of weapon that might aid him. 

He quickly flowed towards the door. A small pool of shadows was definitely a very disturbing sight, and Truffle thought of this. He sat still for about ten minutes trying to collect enough energy for the cloaking spell. He thought of everything that he might need to hide from. He slowly made himself to be invisible, then tried to hide his magic energy, which wasn't hard to do as this weak form didn't have much. A bit of impatience made him decide that this was enough. 

He flowed up the door to the cryogenics chamber and slowly squeezed his form through the minuscule cracks at the edges. It was another feat of patience to do this, as they were air tight. There were some odd structures there, locks, bones, seals, and apparently some kind of blood system. 

When he finally got out to the other side, he was bewildered as to where he should go. There was a seemingly endless hallway interspersed with the occasional door. Not a sign of life throughout the place, though the sentience of Achaiah was omnipresent. He began his trek down the corridor. There seemed to be no frequency to the doors. Some doors would be lined up in a row, while others might be as much at five hundred feet apart, though it was hard to judge distance in this awkward form. He was collecting energy all the way, sure he would need it. 

Seeing as most of the doors had no markings, he began to use a mild vision spell, allowing him to tell what kind of objects were in the rooms. After doing this, he began to really wonder about the inhabitants of this ship. They were packrats of an unbelievable caliber. All sorts of bizarre items, many of which definitely were not of this universe. One of the rooms seemed to contain a multitude of strange mushroom like animals with small dark feet, and faces on top of the cap. Another contained some sort of odd sleek metal object that slightly resembled some kind of bird. Many of the rooms were packed to the brim with all kinds of junk from giant stone carvings to cushioned chairs to small plastic figurines. 

After what seemed like hours, he finally found a room that looked promising. He quickly seeped through the bottom of the door, a much easier feat than it had been for the freezing chamber. Inside was quite an assortment of weapons. There were quite a few very odd weapons resembling strange tubes with handles and triggers at the end. They were beyond anything that he had seen before, but they looked to be oddly similar to crossbows, and probably would not suit his purpose. With a little bit more searching, he found what looked to be explosives. 

There was a very odd assortment of items on the rack. One or two of them actually looked like what he would call bombs, hand sized balls with fuses sticking out. Others were strange devices and beings, from small disks with buttons on them to funny little blobs that appeared to be holding fire. That Moda was certainly a strange woman. He contemplated what would be best. The regular bombs were the only things he could be sure would work, but they might not be strong enough to counter the magic ice, and might set off some kind of alarm. One of the more exotic weapons sounded like a better bet. He looked a little more closely at the stack and quickly found what he was looking for. 

He carefully removed several small blobs with a blue flame suspended inside of them and set them on top of his being. Now he concentrated the magic he had been collecting to teleport back to the cryogenics chamber. He appeared in front of a tube that definitely was not his. Apparently it was another one of those odd mushroom creatures. though small, they had impressive fangs. The tube next to it held some sort of odd spectacled turtle like creature who's lower half was lost inside of a fluffy grinning cloud. ‘So very odd', he thought to himself, and flowed down the chamber looking for his body. 

It was not hard to find. He thought for a moment on how strange his form seemed from the outside. No wonder they had all been so taken aback when they saw him. He considered his options. The whole group probably had no trust for him, making it very hard to get what he wanted, even if he did get out. He would have to tell them what he was if they were ever to trust him again. He would have to show them, show them the nothingness, and hope they would react well. Of course, he wouldn't tell them everything, they wouldn't understand, or perhaps they would... 

He shook off the thought, he had to get out of here. He quickly made physical extensions from his little "shadow pool" and set the funny blobs next to the cylinder of ice. The things seemed to automatically react to this, dissolving the gooey outer layer. The blue flames quickly engulfed the ice, which then vaporized completely. The blob-like creature on the ceiling fell down into the odd metal thing on the ground, which then closed it's top section, just before Truffle's freed body could fall on top of it. He quickly reunited with the rest of his body, and the cloaked figure came to life, stepping off of the metal object. He was a little shocked when the thing suddenly went into motion and scuttled away on its 20 or so legs. It sure felt good to be whole again...... well, as whole as he could get. 

"Unauthorized life form detected in cryogenics room, please identify.", the familiar dull voice projected into the room. Truffle quickly re-cast the total secrecy spell, making himself undetectable to all but the very finest of senses. Of course, he wouldn't be able to do any more magic for a while he was like this, which meant he wouldn't be able to leave the chamber... He could wait. He sat down against the wall and looked around. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

It had been about twenty minutes of staring at the same dull room full of ice blocks. the Moda woman kept some very odd creatures in this place. One of the more curious ones had looked for all the world like a walking crab apple. It seemed that the blobs and metal stands were used to keep the ice steady, and in some cases to keep the beings inside in stasis mode. He was getting quite bored, and figured he had recovered enough now to shift through the wall. 

He stood up, concentrated on the spell, and let himself fall through the wall, and it worked. His form fuzzed out and flowed through the wall just like it had been air. He had to quickly stop himself before falling through the floor. Now that he was a little more conscious of his surroundings, he noticed that the walls here seemed to be alive. It reminded him of the Jabu species of whale. Looking down to his right, he saw the corridor that had led to the weapons, and to his left, he found a door right in front of him. Odd that he hadn't noticed it before. A fragment of a fragment was pretty disconnected. 

He walked up and inspected the door. He pushed a button and it opened, revealing a small tube shaped chamber. It was obviously an elevator, so he got on and hit the buttons to try a different floor. It was odd, the slightest presence had led to his detection by Achiah, yet it, whatever it was, didn't seem to be bothered by an undetectable force mysteriously pushing buttons and moving apparatuses. Perhaps it was just that the freezing chamber was restricted access, so recquired constant scanning; not that it would have actually detected much if it scanned him now... , The elevator stopped moving and the door opened. He stepped out and looked around, the walls here were very pale and white, quite unlike the floor he had just left. 

There was writing over some of the doors that he couldn't understand. He looked inside one and found a well made bed with a small shelf next to it. there was some kind of odd monitor or something in one of the corners. Upon further inspection, all of the rooms had similar beds, but different arrangements of shelves, and only a few had those monitors. As he continued on his way, he heard some noises from one of the rooms. He noticed now that several of the rooms had special viewing ports, where one could watch a person without being near them. In one room, a middle aged Hylian woman sat, with some kind of floating orb nearby. He crept into the room and looked at the person through the viewing window, and didn't believe what he saw. 

The princess of Hyrule sat curled up in a corner, and all the furniture in her room was ravaged beyond belief. Something terrible must have happened. Then he noticed a familiar smell. So, the hags of fire and ice had something to do with this. Now that he was thinking of it, the entire area had the faint smell of rova magic. It must have been one of their special spells, that kills by special effect instead of physical damage, to have magic "residue" lingering afterwards for so long. Had the princess almost died? 

He stared down at the Hylian woman. She had a very sad look in her eyes, obviously not used to seeing someone in so much pain. She looked rather intently at Zelda, not noticing Truffle's cloaked form at all. The spell was working. 

He lost interest and left the room, returning to the elevator, this time going to a higher floor. He was shocked again when the elevator started sideways. Now the doors opened out into a slightly circular hallway. There was a huge set of open doors on the other side that nearly cried out, "enter me, now", so, seeing no reason not to, he did. 

In this room was a lot of odd devices. At least, he thought they were devices. Some of them looked to be alive. That metal thing in the freezing chamber had turned out to be alive, perhaps a shell for the blob. There were lots of monitors and buttons, and blinking lights. Against one wall was a very creepy looking blob creature with two huge eyes projecting a picture into mid air. When he looked at it, he saw Moda and Vision stumbling their way through a maze of underground tunnels. Another screen showed the prince and that wizard boy searching around a very old decrepit castle. Apparently they were all off in some other land, probably trying to solve whatever problems were about. It was a very good thing for him that they weren't there now, or else Moda probably would have found him after Achiah saw him in the freezing chamber. 

Now he saw another screen with much more interesting information, there was a map of the floor he was on. After about five minutes, he finally found the room he was in, and in another five minutes he managed to find what appeared to be a transportation chamber. He quickly dashed off to find it, and was surprised by how close it was. It was still in activation too, probably because the party had recently used it to enter wherever they were going. 

Now Truffle extended an arm towards the warp point and began to gather the ambient energy. He was quite used to absorbing from external sources by now. It had occurred to him that Achiah must have been storing a lot of energy within its "body", because it had been relatively easy for him to gather magic. He now started building on the energy of the warp point, these things were real dynamos. A soft blurry effect appeared next to the point. After a few minutes of concentration, this blur was transformed into a hole in the middle of the air. The ground underneath had a slight bump in it, as if it were being pulled in. 

Truffle slowly inched closer to it, and then let it suck him in while he let of the spell. There were some crackles of energy, the air flaring around in the chamber, and with a flash of greenish flames, the hole was gone. A red observation orb entered the room just before it disappeared. "Anomaly in warp room 3, report to madame when she returns." 

______________________________________________________ 

A wild guay flew silently around, looking for suitable prey. It noticed something strange in the air, and flew by to check it out. It was very surprised when the air itself tore apart, a cloaked man fell out, and then the air closed back up again. After the initial shock, he decided to go down and bug this strange man that had appeared, but was annoyed to find him vanish before his eyes. He shrugged, or whatever the bird equivalent was, and flew off to bug someone else. 

Truffle looked around, got his bearings, and began to walk towards Hyrule bay, though he had a ways to go. He would intercept the party and explain himself to them. They would have to know what he was. How much should he tell them? He sighed to himself and began concentrating on his cloaking spell more, he did not want to be found again by his enemies. 

