Chapter 38: Forced Balance 

Darkrova and Kyneto hovered far above Death Mountain. Kyneto had surprised Derdekea before, as this mysterious armored man was one of few people she didn't know much about. Darkrova was also shocked at how he was more powerful she was. She realized that the armor he wore gave him the ability to control kinetic energy and gravity, but she also sensed something else. It was a force that went deep beyond the armor, yet also deep within it. She was also curious about how this balance was being disrupted, as he was constantly saying. 

"How is the balance being disrupted, if both the side of light and side of darkness are playing this game fairly?" Darkrova asked Kyneto. 

"Because there are others who interfere in this game. One of them, a creature named Truffle, has helped the Hero of Time through the Immortality Temple. And three others, but that's for later. For now, I have to take care of the main threat." 

"The one who has aided the Hero of Time?" 

"Yes. As well as the Hero of Time himself. He more than likely would've been destroyed in that temple if not for the one who interferes in this game." 

"You'll destroy the Hero of Time?" 

"I'll have to give him a chance against me... I have an idea that just may keep the balance." 

Kyneto then flew in a downward spiral and then toward Hyrule Field after reaching near the bottom of the mountain. 

_______________________________ 

Link, Truffle, Puffy, and Wraith continued through the ruins of Hyrule Market, tired from their recent battle, first with the beasts in the Immortality Temple, then with Palous and Empath. The river separating the Ruins and Hyrule Field was far away from them, but within sight. They looked at Puffy, and saw him mysteriously look up. They looked up as well, and saw an armored man flying downward from Death Mountain. 

"Great, now what?" Link cried. "I figured we'd actually be able to rest from battling after we got outside the Temple, but instead we're still facing more enemies." 

They waited a few seconds, and before long Kyneto had flown right above them, where he levitated for a short time. After a while, Kyneto slowly levitated down in front of Link and the others. He looked around. He didn't seem to know or care about Link. He looked at Puffy, and felt surprised. "WHAT? What a very strange form you decided to take here." Puffy started back toward Kyneto, not fully understanding what Kyneto meant by this. 

Kyneto turned his head. He looked at Wraith, again not caring, as a horse was far above Kyneto's priorities. He then looked at Truffle, and spoke to him in a tone of voice that sounded like he was somehow disgusted by Truffle in some way. "Truffle. I am Kyneto, keeper of balance in this world. I have no idea what you are, but I do know you shouldn't exist in this realm. So prepare to say goodbye to it." 

Kyneto then raised his hand, and using a combination of his own powers and his armor's, sent a wave of sound that knocked Truffle backwards until he crashed into a wall almost 100 feet away. Truffle got up and jump-kicked Kyneto, but it has no effect. Truffle charged toward Kyneto, but as soon as he went near Kyneto, he was somehow repelled backwards into another wall. Kyneto then shot another blast at where Truffle was, this time of some unknown, glowing blue energy. When the blast ended, there was a pile of ashes where Truffle was. 

"That's what happens to those who interfere with balance in this realm. As for you, Link, I don't want to hurt you, but I must. You see Truffle shouldn't have helped you in that temple. Which means I'll have to undo what he did. And since he saved your life..." 

"You'll have to kill me." Link responded. 

"Well, not really. You had a chance, however small, or surviving without him. I'll have to test whether you would've survived or not, so... come, Lizalfos!" 

With that, 5 Lizalfos appeared out of the thin air, and attacked Link. Link tired to use his Sword Spin, but couldn't. It was as if he'd somehow forgotten to use magic. 

"Oh, right. Without Truffle you never would've found that Fairy Fountain, so I have to take away your magic ability." 

Link was shocked by this, but didn't let it distract him. He may not be able to use a magic spin attack, but he could still do a 180-degree slash without magic. He used this, which took out 3 out of 5 Lizalfos. One of the other two attacked him, and slashed his side, but Link kept battling. Link found that the Lizalfos couldn't slash and block at the same time, so when the Lizalfos raised his sword to slash Link, Link stabbed it in the stomach, and then got another slash in, killing it. The last Lizalfos started running away, scared. As the Lizalfos ran, Kyneto then shot a ball of energy toward it. The Lizalfos looked back, and tried to outrun to ball of energy, but it was to no avail, and the ball of energy incinerated the Lizalfos. 

"I didn't summon you to run away." Kyneto stated. "As for you, Link, it's time for some more opponents. Come, keepers of the Immortality Temple!" With that, the Golem and the Lich appeared before Link. Link decided the weakest one of the two was the Lich, and ran toward the Lich with the Master Sword, but was shot down by a ball of dark energy before he could reach it. 

Link then had an idea. He ran toward the Lich, who charged another energy ball, and batted the ball of energy back toward the Lich. He then ran toward the Lich at full speed. The Lich expected Link to come charging toward him, and created a small force field in front of it. However, instead of charging toward the Lich, Link stopped a few feet away, and then threw the Master Sword at the Lich. The Master Sword itself flew over the Lich's force field, and went straight through the Lich. Link quickly ran to get the Master Sword from the ground, and then struck the Lich with it again. The Lich tried to fight back, but Link blows were coming too rapidly for it to do anything. 

The Lich formed a force field of dark energy around it, shocking Link and causing hi, to drop the Master Sword. Link went to pick it up, but was stopped by a ball of dark energy. Link put up his shield and started running toward the sword, but the Lich shot a beam of darkness to the wall behind Link, causing it to ricochet and hit Link in the back. Link threw his shield at the Lich as a last resort, but it didn't effect the Lich at all. Suddenly, Puffy ran over and picked up Link's sword and shield, and gave them back to Link. 

Puffy then stood in front of the Lich and started punching and kicking it. The Lich was not affected by a small creature's weak punches, but it was distracted because of them. Link ran around the Lich while it was dealing with Puffy. He then stabbed it in the back with his sword, and repeatedly slashed it again. This time, however, Link kept his distance while slashing to avoid another surprise attack as before. Before long, the slashes had caused the Lich to fall to the ground in pain. Link then stuck the Master Sword through the Lich, and didn't take it out. Link kept the Master Sword there, not keeping track of how long he did. Link then pulled the Master Sword out rapidly, causing the Lich to explode into a ball of pure darkness, and then slowly fade away. 

Next, Link faced the Golem. Link hit it with his sword, which had little effect. The Golem punched Link, sending him flying. Link started charging toward the Golem with his sword, but it did nothing but annoy the Golem. Link pulled out his Bow, and started shooting arrows at the Golem, but they had just as little effect. Link then aimed an arrow for one of the Golem's eyes, and fired. The Golem growled in pain as the arrow struck his eye. Link realized that the Golem's eyes were it's weak point, and then put on the Slyph Mask, jumped up, and slashed the Golem in his eyes. The Golem couldn't see, and wailed around in pain. 

Link then jumped atop the Golem's head. The Golem felt that something was atop his head, and punched it, but Link jumped off just in time for Golem to hit himself atop the head, and fall down. Link then slashed the Golem in the eyes repeatedly while it was down. It took a lot of slashing, but Golem was in too much pain to get up and eventually all the slashes into its eyes made Golem die. Link knew this was happening when he saw the Golem's skin turn red. Link quickly jumped away as the Golem exploded. 

Kyneto then raised his hands into the air. "Well, you've proven you're quite the warrior. But you're not finished yet. Phoenix of Hyrule, come to me!" The Phoenix rose up out of the ground. It didn't break through the ground on its way up, but went straight up and passed through the ground like a ghost would. It was a red color, meaning it was not possessed. However, Link saw something that amazed him. The Kyneto Armor fell to the ground, as if it was empty. Seconds later, the Phoenix turned a light-blue color. Link knew what had happened. Kyneto had possessed the Phoenix. 

"Now, Link, see how well you fair against the Phoenix now that I have him under my control, especially without any magic arrows!" 

"What are you? Nobody was ever really in that armor at all, were they? You had somehow taken it over, in the same way you've possessed the Phoenix now." 

"Smart boy. I really do hope you can beat me in this body, although I'm still going to put my full effort into this fight. The chances you'll win are really low, unfortunately." 

"How is it that you can switch bodies like that? Are you some kind of ghost?" 

"In a way, yes, but not really. I'm a being who is forced to keep balance throughout this universe. And Truffle, that evil, horrid creature, didn't even really seem to exist in this universe or any other universe on any level, yet he still interfered in events, and worked on neither the side of light or darkness. Which is why I had to kill him, and now must try to undo what he did!" 

"What is Truffle?" 

"Even I don't know, believe it or not. Whatever he was, it was causing problems toward both Derdekea and Darkrova, and disrupting the balance." 

"Alright. Anyway, I think I have enough information now. Are you ready? Let's battle." 

The Phoenix started shooting fire at Link. Link blocked with his shield, which quickly melted into a steaming pile of metal. Link realized this would be impossible without Fire Arrows. As the fireballs hit him, Link thought of how ironic this was. Fire, fire, everywhere, yet no fire arrows. This gave Link an idea. He no longer had any Fire Arrows, but there were other ways to set an arrow aflame. The Phoenix shot down its fireballs once again. Link dodged most of them using the agility the Sylph Mask gave him, although a few of them still burned him, and carefully angled himself by a spot on the ground still aflame from the Phoenix's attack. Link carefully shot an arrow through the flame at the Phoenix. The arrow became lit on fire as it went through the flame, and hit the Phoenix while it was on fire. Link then shot another arrow through the flame to the Phoenix, 'killing' it. 

The Phoenix then collapsed into a pile of ashes, although this time they were glowing with a strange, blue light. Link had no ice arrows, and he had to think quickly before the Phoenix reformed. Link had no idea what do to against a pile of ashes to keep it from reforming, except to somehow separate the ashes, possibly with wind or water. It was too late, however, and Link watched as the Phoenix reformed itself. 

The Phoenix then flew up high, and started dropping huge fireballs. Link dodged them, and tried to shoot an arrow through the flames again, but the Phoenix was more agile this time, and dodged the arrows. Link then decided to try a strategy similar to that of the Lich, and threw the Master Sword threw the Phoenix's flame, setting it aflame, and toward the Phoenix. The burning sword pierced the Phoenix's heart, causing him to instantly burn to ashes again. 

"A lot of good it does me now that he's a pile of ashes. Within 30 seconds he'll have reformed anyway." Link complained. 

As if on cue, Puffy jumped up and began to suck in the Phoenix's ashes. Puffy spit the ashes out after a few seconds, causing them to reform back into the Phoenix. However, Puffy now had red flaming feathers all over him. Puffy jumped up into the air, and then started flying around gracefully. He then flew near the Phoenix, and shot a huge blast of the Phoenix's flame back at the Phoenix. Link shot an arrow threw the flame, again hitting the Phoenix. Link kept shooting more arrows through the flame blasts, and the flaming arrows once again caused the Phoenix to burn into ashes. 

Link screamed out to Puffy. "Swallow the ashes again! I already know you've absorbed their properties, but please trust me!" 

Puffy listened to Link, and swallowed the ashes again. Link then picked up Puffy, and ran ahead toward the river outside the Marketplace Ruins. Link threw Puffy into the water, and Puffy began to realize what Link's plan was. Puffy, while underwater, spit out the Phoenix's ashes, causing them to dilute into the water, and separate. The water carried them off in different directions, causing them to lose any chance of reforming back into the Phoenix. 

As the Phoenix's ashes were carried away, it began to let out a telepathic scream that entered into Link's mind. Neither the Phoenix or Kyneto could see what was happening to its body, but its mind sensed that its ashes were getting further apart instead of reforming together, and was horribly shocked by this. <What? No, NO, what's happening? I'm not reforming for some reason! NOOOOOOO...> 

Kyneto left the Phoenix's remains, no longer in control over what was left of its body. The Kyneto Armor suddenly stood upright, as Kyneto was now inside it again. "Well, you are more resourceful than I thought. I've proven that without a doubt, you and that... pink fluff-ball... could have gotten through the Immortality Temple without Truffle's help. And don't worry about the Phoenix's 'death', his ashes will eventually come together again, although it may take a while. However, your magic shall remain taken away from you, and the curse Truffle put to keep Palous and Empath from attacking you shall be removed. I hope our paths do not need to cross again, unless circumstances let us be allies next time, as I was with your ancestors." With that, Kyneto flew off into the distance. 

Link then stood there and watched Kyneto fly off. He had won, but it was a Pyrrhic Victory. Puffy was somewhere in the river, his light body probably drifting off in the waters. Wraith, the trusty horse, had disappeared while Link wasn't paying attention to him. Truffle, who was a valuable ally to Link, was dead. Empath and Palous would soon return to attack him again now that the curse Truffle put on them was off. Link's shield was melted, he no longer knew how to use Din's Fire, the elemental arrows, or a complete sword spin, and his body was wounded all over. His side was cut by the Lizalfos' sword, he had a bruise on his chest from the Golem, and he had burn marks all over from the Lich and Phoenix. 

He had been able to stay conscious during the battle due to the adrenaline rush he had in battle and his high endurance level, but now it seemed as if the wounds were catching up to him. He fell down unconscious on the floor of the Marketplace ruins exhausted from all the wounds he had. As Link began to fall, Puffy jumped up from the river, and quickly ran under Link's head as he was falling, providing a soft pillow for Link to lie on. 

_______________________________ 

Kyneto flew off toward Hylia Bay. He waited at a small island nearby the shore. He sat down, waiting for the Phoenix's ashes to wash up on the shore and reform. After a few hours of waiting, a small Zora child saw him. The Zora child played around in the acidic waters of Hylia Bay, even better evolved to these conditions than his parents were. He went to see the island where Kyneto was, curious about this strange armored man. As he approached Kyneto's island, he noticed another strange event. The sand by the island was black in some parts, and black ashes were coming into the water from the river. The young Zora dove deep down into the water, scared, and returned to its village. 

The Phoenix's ashes washed up on the island where Kyneto was. After a while, all of them had washed up there, and they began to come together again. The semi-reformed Phoenix sent out a telepathic message to Kyneto. < Were you bored waiting for me? > 

"Yes, but in a field of work like mine you get used to boredom. You experience more than enough of it." 

The Phoenix was now in one piece, it's ashes all come together again. It was no longer blue as it was during Kyneto's possession of it, but once again flaming red. Being in one piece again let it speak using vocal cords rather than telepathy. "Who would consider being the Keeper of Balance a field of work?" It asked Kyneto. 

Kyneto replied. "It is a job in a sense. One I'm lucky enough to like, since I'm stuck with it from now until eternity." 

"You are an interesting human, 'Kyneto'." 

"I'm not a human anymore. And I know you know that." 

"What are you then? A deity?" The Phoenix stated sarcastically. 

Kyneto replied angrily. "Why do you say it with doubt?" 

"You really aren't a god-like being in the same sense that Derdekea or Darkrova is." 

Kyneto again replied angrily to the Phoenix' statement. "Why? Is there a rule that says you aren't a true deity unless you're born one? My power is around Derdekea and Darkrova's level, so I consider myself one of them." 

"You're interesting, in that you're the only creature in this universe I know of that became a god-like being rather than starting as one." 

Kyneto chuckled after hearing this remark. "Ha! I'm not from this universe, remember?" 

The Phoenix replied. "I know. You really are an interesting creature, whatever you are and whatever you consider yourself. But why did you decide to possess me?" 

"You know I had no choice. I had to see how well Link would do against you while you were possessed in the Immortality Temple if Truffle hadn't interfered. Curse that wretched monster." 

"You're right. I guess summoning me and the other temple guardians was the only way you could truly prove that Link and Puffy would have been able to survive through that temple without Truffle's help." 

"Puffy? Is that the name of that little creature?" Kyneto asked. 

"Cute thing, don't you think?" The Phoenix said in a kind voice. 

"Amazing how you refer to it as cute even after it just caused you to 'die'." 

"It wouldn't have had to if you hadn't possessed me." 

"Don't blame me, I had to. If anyone, blame Darkrova for possessing you the first time, or better yet that accursed monster you call Truffle." 

"Ah, Truffle. He's a lot more powerful than you assume he is. He's actually your counterpart, in many ways. You're both somewhere between living and dead. Neither of you really exist per se, but you seem to have some effects on reality." 

Kyneto replied to the Phoenix sounding rather annoyed. "He's not my counterpart. Whoever he works for is. I represent Balance. Whoever he works for represents Imbalance." 

"Who is it he works for?" 

"I don't know." 

"How are you sure he works for someone?" 

Kyneto once again gave an upset sounding reply. "He's not powerful enough to be the incarnation of Imbalance." 

"You say he's not powerful enough because he's another's pawn, and you say he must be another's pawn because he's not that powerful. You seem to be using circular logic." 

"If he was my equal, why did he fall so easily before me?" Kyneto asked. 

"Because he wanted to." 

"He wanted to die?" Kyneto said sarcastically. 

"Who said that your blast killed him?" The Phoenix replied slyly. The Phoenix then flew off into the skies. Kyneto took flight soon after, flying back toward where Darkrova hovered above Death Mountain. 

