Chapter 35: Shifrting Balances 
Derdekea and Darkrova hovered above Death Mountain, watching their players through a mystical 'window'. Suddenly, they felt an agonizing pain throughout their entire bodies. They screamed, as it felt as if their bodies were literally coming apart. 

A stranger appeared behind Derdekea and Darkrova. He was fully covered in metallic armor, with a circular blue visor covering his face, made of a material that people can't see in through, but he could see out of. "Well, now that I've gotten your attention, it's time to explain something to you two. You both exist to serve the balance of light and darkness in Hyrule, but, as I predicted, you two can't even keep a single country in balance. This game has rules to keep that balance, but they won't work if you break them. All because Darkrova here made the volcano erupt a day early." 

Derdekea smiled. "So does this mean you'll turn the balance in my favor to make it even?" 

The stranger raised his hand and pointed at Derdekea. She again felt the same incredible pain throughout her essence. The stranger spoke again. "Far from it! You, Derdekea, were even worse. Evoving all the races in Hyrule was pure overkill! Giving them such higher forms was much more than enough to suffice the volcano's erupting!" 

"What will you do to restore balance?" asked Darkrova? 

"You've both seen my kinetic energy blast firsthand. Within a few minutes, I'll begin to fire the blast at the Death Mountain Core, at such precise power so that the core bursts no later or sooner than exactly one day from now. This time, the explosion WILL kill everyone in Hyrule. Of course, I am not on the side of evil, but a keeper of balance, so I'll have to give the Hero of Time a chance to stop me. This situation will be as it should've been 10 years ago, if you two had stuck to the assigned rules of the game..." 

Derdekea realized she couldn't let this happen. She shot a beam of light at the man. When the light hit him, it split in two off him as if he were some kind of prism, and the two light beams hit Derdekea and Darkrova. "That's what happens to those who try to stop balance..." replied Kyneto. 

_____________________________________________ 

Link and Truffle went into the Immortality Temple. It was strange inside, and immortality was the last thing it made you think of. It was completly and totally dark inside, and the thin, winding tunnels twisted around. Eventually, Link and Truffle made it to a huge gap in the floor. Link remembered he had the Sylph Mask on, and used it to jump all the way across. Link then saw Truffle couldn't make it across. 

"Give me the Sylph Mask!" Truffle exclaimed. "Throw it to me so I can get across." 

Link threw the Sylph Mask toward Truffle, who then jumped across the pit and reached Link, then gave back the mask. They continued through the tunnels. 

_____________________________________________ 

Yomil and Madame Moda were arguing. Madame Moda insisted they find Vision, but Yomil demanded they enter the Blood Temple. Yomil fired a blast of fire at Madame Moda, and it affected her this time. She mumbled something about her 'current body', and then prepared a counter attack, when an entire army of hundreds of Gordrills popped up from the ground. They were everywhere except for the entrance to the Blood Temple. Madame Moda quickly changed her decision, and followed Yomil into the Blood Temple. 

Inside, the blood temple was literally a Hell on Earth. The walls, ceiling, and floors were all made of brimstone. They were all completly covered with blood, or some reddish blood-like liquid, except for certain parts of the floor that were on fire, causing the room's heat to be unbearable. There was a staircase in the middle of a room with a door on each side of it. On top of the staircase there were two more doors on the left and right walls, and three flaming statues against the back wall. 

Yomil and Moda couldn't take the heat. Moda took out a small device which cooled the area around them. Yomil used his magic to seal this cold in a bubble around them, creating a small forcefield from the heat. 

"Hmmm... we work pretty well together, don't we?" Madame Moda complimented. 

"Yeah. Now that we have that heat shield due to our combined powers, let's go! I think the door on the right atop the stairs is the right one..." Yomil replied. 

"No! The door on the left beside the staircase is!" Moda stated. 

"No, the right!" 

"The left!" 

Madame Moda and Yomil continued arguing, not even noticing the Gordrills had now made their way to the temple entrance. 

_____________________________________________ 

Draco awoke on a bed inside a house. A strange house, as rather than a door, it had a pool of water to lead outside. He noticed Lulu sitting beside his bed. 

"You went into the acidic waters of Hylia Bay! Plunging in headfirst is not the smartest thing!" 

"How do you survive in there?" asked Draco? 

"When the volcano erupted, the lava and water mixed into some kind of acid. We thought we were doomed, but something saved us. We suddenly... evolved. As the Human races grew wings to fly above the molten lava, the Gorons grew drills to get in and out of the hardened lava, and the Kokiri became bug-like creatures somehow, the Zora's scales turned into some kind of rainbow-colored metal to protect us from the now acidic water." 

"So how do I get out of here, since I don't have Metal Rainbow Scales?" asked Draco. 

"To protect our possesions while we travelled through the water, we made special pouches made from scales of a fish similar to our own scales, which protected them from the acid-water. We later made a new type of Zora Tunic out of them so that Humans could also join us in these acidic waters. I grant you the Zoran Armor. Use it to find the rain temple." 

Luto handed Draco a suit that looked like a raibow-colored Zora Tunic, except it also covered the face and hands. It had a glass visor to cover the face, and thin gloves to protect the hands. Draco lept into the water, and dove throughout Hylia Bay. He could clearly see Zoran houses built into the wall, and in the center of the island, a doorway. The Rain Temple! 

Draco went up to a ledge in the temple. It seemed to be the only solid ground in a huge, vast cavern filled with water. Perhaps once it was a temple, but the acidic waters corroded away most of the walls. Finding the Talisman in here would be like finding a needle in a haystack. Suddenly, Draco saw someone behind him. Luto! 

"We'll go through this temple together!" Luto exclaimed. "Let's go!" She said as they dived into the vast waters. 

_____________________________________________ 

"Eeeheeheeheehee!" Koume exclaimed. "Zelda accepted our 'help' almost as soon as we offered it! What a gullible sucker!" 

"Ohhohohoho!" Kotake replied. "Now she's our slave forever!" 

Zelda walked over to the two witches. "What can I do for you, my great masters? Mistresses Koume and Kotake, I live to serve you. Please give me a task to complete for you." 

"Find the Talisman in this temple! Once you do, destroy it!" Koume ordered. 

Zelda walked off into the temple, looking for the temple. Finding the talisman was the only thought on her mind. 

"What a great idea, Koume!" Kotake complimented. "If she fails, the monsters of this temple will probably kill her, and if she succeeds, the Talisman will be destroyed!Either way, we win! Ohhohohoho!" 

_____________________________________________ 

Palous and Empath walked toward the old Hyrule Market, where Link was at the Temple of Immortality. Their plan was obvious, to kill Link when he got out of the Temple. Suddenly, something attacked them from behind. Vision! 

"It's time to destory this traitor to Madame Moda. Palous, I suggest you leave now if you wish to live." 

_____________________________________________ 

Anthy awoke. Where was she now? The Lost Woods? She was back at the Forest Temple, or what was left of it. 

"The time... is soon..." she exclaimed. A mysterious glow arose from her eyes, and her entire body became surrounded in a red light.

Chapter 35. 2: Shifting Balances II 

Derdekea looked at the armored man. She had encountered him before, but not in this armor. She wondered what this armor was, until she remembered how a short time ago Madame Moda's experimental Kinetic Enhancer Armor, nicknamed Kyneto by Moda, was stolen. The Armor was one of the few mechanical devices designed by Moda, and was meant to enhance the kinetic energy in whatever it touches. This meant a slight touch would mean extreme pain, a wave of his hand meant vibrations large enough to shatter a wooden house. He was very powerful, especially in this mysterious armor, much more powerful than Darkrova, but he was mistaken if he thought he was more powerful than she was. Still, Derdekea was surprised at how much his attack hurt her. 

Derdekea teleported herself and the armored man to a place away from Darkrova, and talked to him. "I know who you are, even through that armor, F--" she said, before the armored man interrupted her sentence. 

"I'm Kyneto! Which is what I will be called in this armor, whether you know who I am underneath it or not!" he replied. 

"Ok, but you should know who I am as well, 'Kyneto'!" Derdekea shouted. Derdekea, for a brief moment, glowed with a bright light, a mysterious type of light few have seen. 

"You... that light, you, you're Derdekea, no, it can't be! Kyneto was surprised at the knowledge of Derdekea's true identity. "But why would you be here, playing this game with someone like Darkrova over the fate of a single country?" 

"This 'single country' is connected to the Triforce itself. While not up to my power or even Darkrova's, its power is still great. It turned a sorcerer/warrior like Ganon into an unstoppable force of destruction. If someone who already has incredible power like Darkrova gets it, she'll be almost as powerful as I am, if not equal. She'll be able to cause horrible devastation throughout the universe! Which is why I'm playing this 'game' on 2 different levels." 

"Two different levels?" 

"Yes. I'm playing it with Darkrova, and acting as a pawn in it as Madame Moda's minion. Speaking of which, I have to leave to help Link at the Immortality Temple. One of Darkrova's minions is there as its boss, as well as a rogue not on the side of Darkrova or I. The Hero of Time may need some help. But first, I suggest you don't blow up Death Mountain tomorrow as you planned. Believe me, I am capable of making sure balance is intact. The Oni and Gordrills were created to maintain the balance when I evolved the Humans and Zora." 

"Ok, but remember, while I am your ally outside this game, I still can't take sides while your playing against Darkrova. I'll hold off the destruction of Hyrule, but I may later have to take some measures against your side." 

Derdekea didn't say anything, she merely nodded and then teleported away. 

_____________________________________________ 

Zelda walked through the Silence Temple, nothing else in her mind except Twinrova's mission. Suddenly, something attacked her. It was an Armos! She found a Bomb Flower on the corner of the wall, and threw it at the Armos. The Bomb Flower blew up in the Armos' face, but the Armos went into Self-destruct mode. It ran toward Zelda, and exploded right by her, knocking her out. 

Koume and Kotake picked up her body, and took it back to their chamber. She woke up within an hour. 

"Where am I?" she mumbled. "The last thing I remember is you two telling me about how Anthy is trying to kill Link..." She then passed out again. 

"Koume, the blast made her forget we brainwashed her!" Kotake whispered. 

"So what? If she still believes Anthy is trying to kill Link, she'll be on our side, even if she isn't brainwashed!" Koume replied, in an equally low whisper. 

"I still say we brainwash her again!" 

"Remember the last time we tried to brainwash someone twice? A little thing called the Windrova incident happened!" 

"But Koume, that was a long time ago. And it turned out okay... in the end... oh, okay, Koume. We'll let her stay as she is. I guess we've manipulated her enough so that she doesn't need brainwashing..." 

Soon after, Zelda woke up again. "Oh, no! Anthy, she plans to kill Link. I have to do something, can you two please help me?" 

_____________________________________________ 

Vision attacked Empath with a telepathic wave. Empath screamed in pain, but attacked Vision with his aura whips. Vision formed a telekinetic sword, which was actually less a sword than a clever manipulation of telekinesis and light. The 'sword' was only 3 nanometer thick, thinner than some molecules. This thinness made it an extremely dangerous weapon. Vision ran at Empath with the sword, which barely dodged it in time. Empath then stole the sword from Vision. 

"Vision, you know what the good thing about having a dark imagination is? Using my powers of creativity, rather than sending energy blast and psywaves over and over. This is why I'll win this in the end." Empath then began singing. "It's time for you to die, it's time to say goodbye, now I'll take this sword, and send it through your eye..." Which Emapth did, causing Vision to lose his... vision, at least until his eyes would regenerate. 

Vision stumbled around, not seeing anything. He punched and shot energy blast, hoping to get Emapth, but didn't score a hit. Within a few minutes, his eyes fully regenerated, letting him see again. He then opened his eyes, only to see Empath's fist come toward his face. Every hole in Vision's face-- his eyes, noses, ears, and mouth all were dripping blood out of them. 

Vision then started using his telekinesis in a different way. He started using it to send pieces of the debris all around them at Empath. The small pieces of rubble didn't seem to hurt Empath at first, but after a while of being bombarded with them, she began to feel them hurt. Empath started spinning around in a circle at high speed, incinerating all the things Vision sent at him. Vision then telekinetically lifted the ground around Empath, causing her to fall into a deep pit. She tried to levitate, but couldn't stop spinning! Vision then began to leave, when he heard something come out of the pit. Empath had thrown the telekinetic sword into the wall of the pit and used it to grab on to. Empath then sent the sword flying toward Vision, having the side of the sword hit him in the face. 

Vision's body was badly beaten, far worse than the few bruises on Empath. Vision then created a telekinetic axe, similar to the sword, but even more powerful. He started attacking Empath, but suddenly he was attacked from behind. Someone had stabbed him in the back with a knife. Palous! Empath and Palous both started attacking Vision at once. Vision threw off Palous and Empath, sending them flying across the Marketplace ruins. Palous was knocked out, but Emapth was barely hurt. Until her arm felt the edge of Vision's telekinetic axe, that is. 

Vision aimed for Emapth's throat, but Empath dodged it. Suddenly, Vision received a telepathic message. 

< This is Madame Moda. Why aren't you in the Rain Temple as I assigned you? > 

< Madame, where are you? > 

< I went to this Blood Temple, and I had an argument with the sorcerer boy. I didn't notice the Gordrills were going inside the Temple, but sorcerer boy here is holding them off long enough for me to check on you. So why aren't you at the Rain Temple? > 

< On the way there, I found Empath, and thought I should destroy that traitor > 

< Well, don't! This isn't the time! I want her dead as much as you do, but the Rain Temple mission is much more important! So go to the Rain Temple now! > 

With that, he threw Empath across the Marketplace again, and ran away from the battle before Empath got up.
